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Knights Under The Sword 


and kicks were targetted 
Melbourne Knights’ immedi- a8 at some staff members of the ground 


‘at Stange and some of his players as well 


backed enforcing agencies. « Tenacious Terrier: Marconi’s skipper Dominic Longo in 
ee! action against Sydney olympic in the NSL Elimination series 
on Sunday night. 
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+A JOB WELL DONE: Bobby Despotovski, Perth Glory striker initiates Scene from yesterday's, (Monday), media conference at Star City Hotel with the National Soccer 
an attack against Melbourne Knights on Sunday. Glory came away with League’s General manager, Mr Stefan Kamasz (left) and Soccer Australia’s Chairman, 
a valuable 0-0 draw. Mr Tony Labbozzetfa. 
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Cosmos’ coach quits 


lore of ACT soccer, was a star player for 
Canberra City and Inter Monaro in the 
National Soccer League in the 1980s. 
After years of playing and coaching in 
the ACT Premiership, he joined the 
Cosmos as deputy to Rale Rasic at the start 
of the 1998-99 season and within two 
months found himself elevated to the top 
position on a caretaker basis when 
Canberra and Rasic parted company. 


role after the appointment of Tom 
Sermanni. 

Al the beginning of the current season 
he took over the club’s new youth team and 
said one of his proudest achievements has 
been to help youngsters Daniel Aliffi, Paul 
Ivanic and Stephen Kemp ies to the 
first team. 

“Tt was a boost for the par youth set- 
up.” he said, “The three awho went up 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Cosmos youth team 
coach Tony Brennan has 
resigned, saying he can no longer 
. find the time to carry out his duties, 
However, he remained firmly convinced 
the club itself would survive and urged the 


early appointment of a successor, who he 
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or marketing capacity. 
The ebullient Brennan, whose extrovert 
personality has entrenched him in the folk- 


some fight back into the ailing team, he 
was unable to improve on the record and 
after four games returned to the deputy’s 


Meanwhile Milovanovic has already 
begun his preparation for the next season 
on the assumption Canberra will be there. 

His first task has been to interview 


Tony Brennan: Bids bye to 
Cosmos. 
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orthern Spirit Coach 
Mick Hickman has 
: secured the first sig- 


nature in his rebuilding pro- 
gram with Perth Glory’s 
Socceroo wingback Robert 
‘Trajkovski agreeing to a two- 
year deal with the club, 

Trajkovski is the first player 
to sign for Northern Spirit with 
Hickman hopeful of gaining 
the signature of several more 
over the next two weeks. 

“Tam happy that Robbie 
(Trajkovski) has decided to 
join us," Hickman said. “He is 
a player we identified as a pri- 
ority signing and we are 
pleased he will be playing in a 
Northern Spirit shirt for the 
ext (Wo seasons. 

“He is a proven performer in 


Date of Birth: J 


1994/95 
1995/96 
1996/97 
1997/98 
1998/99 


Brunswick 
Sydney United 
Sydney United 
Carlton 

Perth Glory 
1999/00 Perth Glory 
2000/01 Perth, Glory 

# Still playing in this year’s p 


Islands in 1997/98) 


‘orthern Spirit's prominent 
Ne Ben Burgess has 

been sent back to his 
English club, Blackburn Rovers in 
a sweeping move which affected 
II other players as part of a 
rebuilding program by Coach 
Mick Hickman. 

John Perosh, Michael Cunico, 
Matthew Langdon, Daniel 
Watkins, Joe Schirripa, Todd 
Macrae and PaulBilokapic, who 
was on loan to Sydney United, 
have all been told their services 
will not be required for the 
2001/2002 season. 

Tony Faria and Adam Snyder 
were released to the Manly 
Warringah Dolphins in the NSW 
State League while Stuart Howson 
(Blackburn) and Lee Feeney 
(Rangers) also be returning to 
their clubs in the UK after finish- 
ing one-year loan stints with 
Northern Spirit. 

There may be another player 
leaving with Gabriel Mendez still 
awaiting néws of an overseas 
transfer. 


the NSL and the type of player 
we are trying to attract to 
Northern Spirit as we try to 
build a competitive side for 
next season, 

“Robbie is the first player 
we have brought to the club for 
next season and we are close to 
securing a few moreplayers, 
both from Australia and over- 
seas. This is just the start.” 

The 28-year-old wing back 
has played 159 NSL matches 
for Perth Glory, Carlton, 
Brunswick and Sydney United 
and notched up three intema- 
tional appearances for the 
Socceroos. 

Trajkovski will play as a 
right-sided wingback or on the 
tight side of the midfield for 
Northern Spirit, an area that 


ROBERT TRAJKOVSKI 


uly 24, 1972 


Previous Seasons 


21 games, | goal 
14 games, 0 goals 
29 games, | goal 
22 games, 0 goals 
24 games, 0 goals 
35 games, 4 goals 
14 games, 4 goals 
layoffs 


Socceroo appearances; 3 (v South Korea, Tahiti and Cook 


Burgess, 11 others 


Daniel Watkins: Axed by 
Northern Spirit. 


The players were informed of 
the changes at a series of meetings 
at North Sydney Oval over the 
weekind, where Hickman outlined 
the plans for the future and called 
on the remaining players to help 
Northern Spirit realise its poten- 
tial. 

“[twas a very hard thing to do,” 
Hickman said. “But, the (Northern 
Spirit) football club needs this if it 
is to realise its potential and some- 
thing drastic needed to be done. 

“A club like Northern Spirit, 
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Robert Trajkovski 


was weakened this season after 
former Socceroo Robbie Slater 
missed all but seven matches 
through knee and foot injuries, 
“Robbie is one of the best 
right sided players in the 
league and he will do a good 
job for us up and down the 
right flank,” Hickman said. 
“We are signing players for 
particular positions, not just 
trying to sign the best players 
and he will sit nicely in our side 
on the right hand side.” 
Northern Spirit has also 
retained talented ~—_Joeys 
Matthew Hunter, Jacob Rex, 
Matthew Engele and Alex 
Wilkinson on two year deals. 
Hunter made his NSL debut 
in round 27 against Parramatta 
Power while Wilkinson and 
Rex were key figures in 
Northem Spirit's run through 
to the National Youth League 
playoffs. 
Engele is currently at the 


offloaded 


which has high goals and ambi- 
tions, needs to have a successful 
football team and unfortunately it 
has been two lean seasons with 
poor results, 

“Because we have to work toa 
budget there are a few players who 
are unlucky but we need to put 
together a balanced squad and that 
means letting players go so I can 
strengthen every position on the 


The player-clearance signifies a 
changing of the guard at the club, 

“think everyone at the club 
from the coaching staff to the fans 
to the officials realise that we 
needed to make 

significant changes to the squad. 
of we are to go forward,” Hickman 
said. “We have already signed 
Robert Trajkovski and there will 
be more to come. 

“We have been speaking with 
players both from within the 
National Soccer League and over- 
seas and we are hoping to secure a 
few signatures before the end of 
the week.” 


Australian Institute of Sport 
and he will return to Northern 
Spirit at the end of his term at 
the AIS. 

“Tt is important for us to nur- 
ture our junior players as well 
as sign established stars,” said 
Northern Spirit Director of 
Football Bill Collins. “The four 
boys have done well for our 
youth team and for the Joeys 
and they have a bright future 
with Northern Spirit.” 


members of the current squad and he will 
announce a list of those he hopes to retain 
within a few days. 

A former assistant coach at’ the 
Australian Institute of Sport, he is interest- 
ed in making “a couple” of signings from 
there, but will also go after at least the 
same number of experienced players, 

However, 
involving contract negotiations, must await 
the final Soccer Australia decision on the 
composition of next season’s competition 
— everyone at the Cosmos is praying there 
will not be a repeat of last year when 
doubts over whether the club could con- 
tinue delayed preparations until August, 


more detailed planning, 


Munro denies Kingz’ move 


arramatta Powers’ assis- 
P= coach;-Stuart-Munro_ 

has quashed reports that 
he’s being tipped to take over the 
reins at the Football Kingz. 

The former*coach of defunct 
Carlton, revealed that he has just 
signed a new contract to stay with 
the Sydney-based team for another 
NSL season, and could not there™” 
fore be considering leaving Power 
at the same time. 

Munro admitted that though he 
applied for the job at the Auckland- 
based Football Kingz when it was 
advertised some months ago, he 
withdrew his application when he 
took up the post with Parramatta, 
under head coach, David Mitchell! 
He added that he was happy with 
the excellent conditions of work at 
Parramatta and was not consider- 
ing any move elsewhere in the near 
future. 

The former defender with giant 
Scottish side, Glasgow Rangers 
was believed to be the favourite to 
take over as the Kingz football 
manager, a position occupied by 
Wynton Rufer, who is normally 
assisted by his br “er, Shane. 

The brothers are believed to 
haye re-applied, but it seems 
unlikely they'll be left to steer the 
club, next season. A three-man 


Stuart Munro 


committee from the Kingz board is 
expected to review all the applica- 
tions, with their choice billed to 
the announced by the end of May. 

Other notable applicants for the 
job include former New Zealand 
Under-17 coach Kevin Fallon, ex- 
Wollongong Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, and , former 
Socceroos and’ Olyroos coach, 
Raul Blanco. 

The Kingz ended the 
2000/2001NSL season with a vic- 
tory over Sydney United to place 
eighth. 


BIZMAN BOOSTS COSMOS 


By Graham Cooke Graham Cooke 


CT businessman George 

Nicolau has kicked off a 

fighting fund to finance the 
Canberra Cosmos’ appeal against 
their ejection from the National 
Soccer League with a $500 dona- 
tion. 


Nicolau, a familiar face at Bruce 


Stadium where he runs a mobile 


fee stall, said -he-was ‘shattered’ 
when he heard the Cosmos could be 
dismissed from the competition, 
“Soccer Australia needs the |! Cosmos 
just as much x : 
and Olympics,” he s 


ABSW (&} 


Mayhem In Melbourne 


By Bert Van Bedaf 


revealed that he feared for his life last 

Sunday during the surprise attack on him 
and his teammates by Melbourne Knight support- 
ers. 

A violent mob of Melbourne Knights supporters 
altacked Glory coach, Bernd Stange and several play- 
ers of visiting Perth Glory team at Somers St last 
Sunday night after a tense first leg of their national 
soccer league elimination final ended in a 0-0 draw. 

Police and security guards struggled to lead the 
Perth party back to the dressing room. Two security 
guards were knocked unconscious and another was 
also injured, all receiving treatment, Stange suffered a 
bruised thigh, while striker Bobby Despotoyski was 
hit in the face. 

Despotovski disclosed later: “They just started 

kicking and punching me, I was scared for my life. For 
how long is Soccer Australia going to tolerate this, It 
has to do something about this.” 
Fights crupted immediately after the final whistle 
ithe terraces opposite the grand stand, A Perth Glory 
fan suffered facial injuries and received treatment. 
Further violence flared shortly after. 

As Perth coach Bernd Stange and several players 
left through thé ground exit to board the team bus a 
bunch of Knights fans raced towards them and bashed 
them. 

Stange vowed never to return to Knights stadium, 
saying, “I will never come back to the Knights ever 
again. I got kicked and punched. We should not have 
to put up with this.” 

Fighting erupted after Despotovski allegedly incit- 
ed the Knights crowd with a racial taunt as he walked 
off the field. Of Serbian extraction, Despotovski is 
alleged to have raised the provocative Serbian three~ 
finger victory salute (while clutching his genitals) to 
the Knights crowd, who have Croatian heritage. 

But a stunned Knights team manager John Sigur 
said it did not excuse the violence, 


P=: Glory striker, Bobby Despotoyski has 


lime to give these boys a chance,” 
the coach said. “They have not let 
me down, and 1 will stick by 


f. Striker Danny Macor 

‘ Shot with only goal- 
‘keeper Philip Cowlishaw (o beat in 
what Wi ust about the only note- 


- worthy move of the first half, Early 
i- in the second he set up partner 


lent and coach of the Suns, steered 
is team (0 the final of the pre-sea- 
on Federation Cup. eventtally 
“losing to. the holder, ‘Gungahlin 


finish 
-It. was no 


I was scared 
for my life 


— Despotovski 


‘Niegosh Popovich Who failed’ to 


‘Olympic did take the lead. a drive 
by, Trent Flanigan clipping. the 
head: of Suis defender Tony 


“This bunch of (@!#!*) are not true supporters. We 
are embarrassed and disappointed and I hope we don’t 
get crucified as a club for the stupidity of a minority of 
spectators,” Sigur said. 

“This is the first time I’ve heard of a team and offi- 
cials being attacked by fans in Australia,” a shocked 
Soccer Australia chairman Tony Labbozetta said. 


Bobby Despotovski: Manhandled by irate 
Melbourne Knights fans. 


“We are working closely with Soccer Australia and 
Perth Glory to resolve this matter,” Knights general 
manager Robert Hrzic said. 

Hrzic confirmed Despotovski had used a racist ges- 
ture that had incensed the crowd and said it was an 
issue. “It did incense the crowd and it is definitely an 
issue,” Hrzic said. 

‘The match was halted for several minutes in the 
second half to allow smoke from flares to disperse. 
More than half a dozen flares were lit during the match 
and at one stage, referee Con Diomis and fourth offi- 
cial Gerry Connolly considered calling it off after 
complaints from the Perth bench. 

A full investigation into the incidents will be held 
during the week. 

‘The Knights said the club-would ban the perpetra- 
tors for life once they had been identified. 


after Takis Arvanitis brought down 
Danny Gjorgievski-in the box. 
Gjorgievski took his own spot kick 
and drove the bail home.~ 
~ Dojcinoski praised the work of 
defensive «midfielder David 
~ Sanchez, who has retumed to the 
club after ‘a.couple of seasons with 
White Eagles, “David was the best 
player on the field, "he said . 
The flamboyant coach promised 
he would bring one ‘guest’ player 
to the club, “He's NSL standard, 
-carrently based in Brisbane, who 
‘will play. four to six games for us 
in mid-season — that’s all 1 can 
Say at the moment,” he said. 

“In other ACT Premi 
games Canberra. Deakin beat 
Tuggeranong United 2-1 and 
Gungahlin Juventus handed rei 

“ing premiers Belconnen: Unit 
“second. consecutive loss, | 


surprise when. 


out of 


By Richard By Richard Kreider 


treading on thin ice following a series of 

ugly clashes involving a faction of Knights 
so-called soccer supporters who attacked Perth 
Glory players, coaches and officials at Knight 
Stadium last Sunday. 

Itis the latestin a long line of disturbances that has 
plagued the Melboume club over a number of years, 
Knights spokesman Tonci Prusac was reported to 
have said; “We deserve to be thrown out after thal. 

Out of all the highs and lows this season, this is 
the absolute lowest,”-said Prusac. 

“This bunch of animals, for the want of a better 
word, are not true supporters and I hope we do not 
get crucified for the actions of a minority,” said club 
team manager John Sigur to The West Australian 
newspaper. 

Red flares were also thrown onto the pitch and 
scuffles broke out in the terraces during the match 
which finished 0-0, despite the visitors playing 
most of the game with ten men. - 

‘The terrifying incident occurred after the match, 
as the Perth team were attempting te leave the 


T= Melbourne Knights club is once again 


tion. 


“We deserve 
to be thrown 


ground, supposedly under security guard protec-* 


NSL” 


One female guard was believed to have been hurt 
after being caught in the firing line. 

Glory coach Bernd Stange has vowed never to 
visit the ground again after he was kicked in the leg, 
Bobby Despotovski was punched in the face while 
captain Gareth Naven, defender Craig Deans and 
goalkeeper Jason Petkovic were also set upon, 

The trouble was believed to have been partly 
fuelled by the fact that Despotovski, who is of 
Serbian origin, was singled out by 15-20 Knights 
supporters, reportedly of Croatian origin, 

Soccer Australia chairman Tony Labozetta said 
on Perth radio that he was leaving the Sydney 
Olympic — Marconi Stallions game when he first 
heard of the trouble. 

“I was already disappointed after seeing my eam 
Jose, so I really didn’t want to hear this as well,” he 
said. 

“[ will not be taking any action until I receive the 
Official reports from both clubs,” said Labozzetta 
who did say the trouble makers will receive life- 
bans if they are correctly identified. 

Despotoyski and Stange were also singled-out 
when Glory last visited the ground, as was members 
of the Glory Shed Supporters club who refused to 
attend last Sunday’s match after beiffg attacked ear- 
lier in the season. 

~ 


Melbourne Knights fans light up flares in the stands duriagt the course of the Melbourne 
Knights, Perth Glory game at the Knights Stadium. 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


Frenne last Sunday’s 
scoreless draw in 
Melbourne against the 
Perth Glory in the 1st leg of 
the Elimination final, the 
Melbourne Knights’ tough 
tmidfield-enforcer, captain 
and coach, Andrew Marth, 
stated: 

“Tt’s not the ideal result 
to be taking to Perth, 


HE PARRAMATTA 

POWER’s first grade 
squad departs _ this 
Saturday bound for China 
on a 10 day tour before 
then heading off to 
Singapore on Thursday, 
May 24th, for the annual 
‘Sevens Tournament’. 

The Power was invited 
by the Chinese after their 


~~, 


Andrew Marth: The Knights’ captain-coach. 


“But I was encouraged 
by the way we played well 
overall, especially consider- 
ing we had the upper hand 
early in the match last 
Sunday. 

‘We will be looking for a 
win in Perth, (Subiaco 
Oval), on Saturday night,” 
ended the Knights’ ‘King 
Arthur’, 


Qa00 

ERTH GLORY’s 

German coach, Bernd 
Stange, (as almost always), 
was philosophical about 
Saturday night’s return leg 
against the Melbourne 
Knights, . 

Stange stated: “If we can’t 
win in Perth, then we don't 
deserve anymore chances, 


inaugural tour there last 
season, 

The Power’s manager 
and former Australian 
World Cup striker, David 
Mitchell, stated: “The 
Chinese invited us after 
their national team came 
out here a few months ago. 

“This tour presents us 
with the opportunity to see 
how many of our younger 
players can perform 
against foreign and profes- 
sional opponents,” stated 
Mitchell. 

And as for later touring 
Singapore, Mitchell 
explained; “It’s one of the 
biggest competitions in 
Asia, (Sevens Tournament), 
and 10 of our players will 


Mitchell’s squad will 
consist a very compact 13 
players. 
The Power’s Travelling 
Squad is: 

Mike Gibson: D. Barrett, 
N.Orlic, A. Tobin, J. Vrkic, 
M. Santalab, P. Bennett, M. 
Thompson, M. Blagojevic, 

=e 2 ae 


B. Holman, L. Carle, L. 
Roodenburg, D, Brown. 

Meanwhile it’s under- 
stood that Mitchell’s been 
casting more than a casual 
eye over a teenager hailing 
from Adelaide, 


9099 
‘ARCONI this 
‘Thursday is holding a 

lunchtime Press Conference 
at the Italian seafood restau- 
rant, ‘Vieri’s’, wedged on the 
shores of the superbly pic- 
turesque Darling Harbour to 
promote Sunday's second leg 
Elimination Final against 
Sydney Olympic at the 
Marconi Stadium. Sunday's 
match kicks off at 7 pm. 

Both coaches, Eddie 
Krncevic-(Marconi), and 
Branko Culina (Olympic), 
will be in attendance at the 
Conference as will the two 
respective captains, Dominic 
Longo (Marconi) and Ante 
Juric (Olympic). 

At 11 am, (also this 
Thursday), another Press 
Conference will take place in 
Wollongong. 

This Conference is to pro- 
mote Friday night’s Ist leg 
Major Semi-final between 
the Wollongong Wolves and 
the newly crowned Minor 


Bernd Stange: The Glory’s philosphical coach. 


“Our away result last 
Sunday was fantastic, con- 
sidering we had ten men for 
an hour,” Stange reasoned. 

The Glory’s goalscoring 
stopper Jamie Harnwell was 
sent.off in the 28th minute 
for a second bookable 
offence. 

099 


get the chance to be part of 
it for the first time,” 

Whilst in China, the 
Power will play two match- 
es, the first against 
‘Hongta’ in Kumming on 
May 15th. 

The Power’s second 
game has been scheduled 
five days later in Beijing. 


Dominic Longo: Marconi's skipper with Ante Juric- 
Olympic’s captain. 
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David Mitchell: The Power's manager. 


League champions, South 
Melbourne. 
This match will kick off at 
7.30 pm at WIN Stadium. 
0000 
IVERPOOL on 
(Saturday night, 
(Australian time), faces 
opposing gladiators 
Arsenal for the planet’s his- 
torically most prestigious 
domestic F.A. Cup final. 

The two English giants 
will do battle for the presti- 
gious silverware at 
Cardiff’s magnificent 
Millennium Stadium. 

And for the first time in 
English Soccer’s history, 
both managers sitting in 
their respective dug-outs, 
are French. 

Gerard Houllier’s 
Liverpool side ultimately 
progressed to Saturday’s 
FA Cup Final following 
their 2-1 win over the most 
defiant Second Division 
opponents, Wycombe 
Wanderers. 

Arsenal with a much 


11.30 am (All Centres), 

The mighty Reds of 
Liverpool remain on course 
for their historic knock-out 
treble of the England FA, 
UEFA and League Cups, 
having already won the lat- 
ter. 

Liverpool will be hoping 
to make this their sixth FA 
Cup final. 

In contrast, _ the 
Arsenal’s history books 
boast an outstanding seven 
FA Cup Final wins. 

Arsenal last won this 
magnificent trophy in 
1997/98, 

The most famous and 
admired domestic Cup 
competition in the world, 
the England FA.Cup has 
been an institution in 
English football for almost 
120 years. 

Due to the rebuilding of 
the traditional venue, 
Wembley Stadium, the FA 
Cup Final has been shifted 
to be played at the magnifi- 
cent Millennium Stadium 


a 


heavier French connected 
component in manager 
Arsene Wenger, plus play- 
ers Patrick Vieira, Robert 
Pires, Sylvain Wiltord and 
Thierry Henry, cemented 
their spot in the Cup Final 
with a 2-1 semi-final win 
oyer Tottenham. 

SBS-TY, Australia’s 
super Soccer channel, has 
yet again the LIVE and 
EXCLUSIVE rights on 
free-to-air television to this 
England Soccer gala event. 

SBS will commence its 
coverage of the FA. Cup 
Final this Saturday, (May 
12), from 10.00 pm (EST). 

A full replay of this 
promising epic will be 
screened by SBS the follow- 
ing morning, (Sunday) at 


Martin Keown of Arsenal strongly fends off Michael Owen of Liverpool. 


in Cardiff, Wales. 

By the way, the demoli- 
tiun of Wembley Stadium 
has still not begun. 

It’s believed that the con- 
sortium involved, (includ- 
ing the England F.A.), to 
finance the ultra new 
mega-structure, has run 
into financial dire straits, 

Construction costs have 
rocketed from initial esti- 
mates of $860 million to 
$1.8 billion. And climbing. 

Construction of the new 


Wembley Stadium has been 
contracted out to 
Australian giant, 
Multiplex. 


Former Australian 
World Cup captain, SBS 
Soccer analyst, Johnny 
Warren, will be in the 


Millennium Stadium to 
make Live reports, along- 
side one of the World’s two 
most highly respected com- 
mentators, the very pol- 
ished and articulate, 
Martin Tyler, 


AST week ‘Good Oil’ 

somewhat humorously 
Teported about a certain inci- 
dent involving an NSL play- 
er ina Sydney hotel. 

A certain ‘drongo’ had 
been spotted in the toilets of 
a Balmain, (Sydney), hotel, 
last Friday night week, spew- 
ing his guts out, 

‘Good Oil’ last week went 
on to mention that the ‘dron- 
go’ was drunk. 

Not only was he an NSL. 
player, but an international to 
boot. 

Well during the week the 
same startled ‘drunken dron- 
go’ confronted ‘Good Oil’ 
about last week's article, 

It appears that ‘Good Oil’ 
was correct about the night, 
correct about him being sick 


in the toilets and correct 
about the actual hotel. 

But what was NOT cor- 
rect, was the part about his 
‘drunken’ state, 

The player had in fact 
been very sick, brought about 
through a very personal and 
sensitive problem. 

To that player, our sincer- 
est apologies about our pre- 
sumed diagnosis, 


ydney Olympic’s Youth 

team this Friday night 
will stage a ‘Tavern Night’ 
at the Sydney Olympic 
Sporting Club based at 
Hurlstone Park, 

The evening has been 
designed as another fund- 
raiser for Michael 
Urukalo’s Olympie Youth 


The Good Oi 


team’s trip to Malaysia at 
the end of this month. 

The 10 day tour will see 
the team play three match- 
es, two in Kuala Lumpur 
and Johore, Malaysia, with 
another in Singapore, 

Q000 


Sydney tomorrow, 
(Wednesday), bound for 
Singapore. 

It’s believed that officials 
of Singapore’s F.A. want to 
urgently interview Sterrey 
for the national coaching 
position of Singapore’s 


Michael Urukalo: Olympic’s Youth team coach. 


UDDY FARAH, 

/Marconi’s —_ strapping 
stopper, sweeper or defen- 
sive midfielder, is about to 
step on the international are- 
nas of World Cup Soccer. 

The strong Australian 
defender is currently in 
Beirut training as a squad 
member of the national team 
of Lebanon. 

Director Romano Bit, of 
Farah’s management 
Company, ‘Intersportz’, stat- 
ed last night to ‘Good Oil’: 

“Lebanon kicks off its 
World Cup qualifiers this 


Under 20s, as well as Under 
23 squads. 
When contacted in 


Sydney, Sterrey told ‘Good 
Oil’ last night: “Sounds 
yery interesting. 

“Quite interesting in fact 
and a real challenging job I 
would imagine.” 

Q000 


PEAKING of Newcastle 

United, now that specula- 
tion has been squashed by 
Olympic’s coach, Branko 
Culina, that he will not be 
taking up the vacant coach- 
ing position in the Steel City, 


Buddy Farah: Marconi’s strapping stopper to play 
World Cup qualifiers. 


coming Sunday in a tourna- 
ment against Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan and Thailand. 

“The second phase will 
then be played in Bangkok 
and Buddy will not be back 
in Sydney till at least the end 
of this month.” 

Q000 
EE STERREY, 
Newcastle — United’s 
departing coach, could 
sooner than later, land on 
his feet with an unexpected 
new coaching job. 

The 39 year old boister- 

ous Sterrey will fly out of 


the name of former 
Wollongong coach, Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, suddenly 
‘once again surfaced late last 
week that he could be target- 
ted for the job. 

It’s only about five weeks 
ago that ‘Nick Theo’, (a 
Sydney Travel Agent), 
emphatically denied that he 
would be interested in the 
Newcastle position. 

Standby for further 
updates this week coming 
out of Newcastle. 


Qga00 


Nick Theodorakopoulos: 
Stated not interested in 
the Newcastle job. 

nd speaking of ‘travel- 

ling’ and ‘standbys’, 
which NSL team caused a 
huge fiery fracas recently 
at an airport terminal? 

It appears that the inter- 
state NSL squad arrived at 
the airport just 10 minutes 
before their evening inter- 
state flight was taking off to 
take them back home. 

The NSL squad was told 


iis 
Lee Sterrey: Newcastle United's former coach. 


at the Qantas terminal that 
no way was their plane 
going to be held up from 
taking off just for them to 
board. 

A very noisy row erupt- 
ed.from the NSL squad and 
the Qantas ground staff 
were verbally abused. 

Despite the venomous 
pleas of the protesting play- 
ers, Qantas staff ‘down- 
loaded’ the entire NSL 


THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA 


squad and the aircraft took 
off without them. 

Again, luckily the main- 
stream media never got a 
hold of this stupid incident. 

Imagine....Page One lead 
stories ‘vould have read: 

‘Soccer Violence At 
Airport’. 

Qoga 

AMIAN MORI, the 

Perth Glory’s amazingly 
and consistently deadly 
‘goal-scoring machine’, on 
Saturday June 9th, at the 
NSL Awards Night, will for 
the fourth time again lift the 
trophy for finishing the sea- 
son as the League’s ‘Top 
Goalscorer’. 


... The Good Oil 


Having now seen no less 
than 30 Summers, the devas- 
tating Damian has now 
incredibly claimed this pres- 
tigious trophy a fourth time 
in the last nine consecutive 
seasons. 

Quite a ‘reasonable’ effort 
for a bloke that started his 
NSL career as a fullback 
with Victorian side, Sunshine 
George Cross in the mid 80s. 

Mori's unusually powerful 
centre of gravity balance, 
enables him to cleanly bump 
off defenders with extreme 
ease. 
Even when he’s closed 
down. 


This most marvellous 
marksman will again lace up 
for the Glory for the next 
season. 

Previous trophy winners 
have been: 

1993, Francis Awaritefe 
(South Melb), 19 goals. 

1994, Mark Viduka 
(Melb Knights),.17 goals. 

1995. Mark Viduka 
(Melb Knights), 21 goals. 

1996, Damian Mori 
(Adelaide City), 31 goals. 


1997. Dayid Zdrilic 
(Sydney United), 21 goals. 

1998. Damian Mori 
(Adelaide City), 19 goals. 

1999. Pablo Cardozo 
(Sydney Olympic) and Mile 
Sterjovski (Sydney United) 
18 goals each. 

2000. Damian Mori 
(Adelaide City), 22 goals. 

2001. Damian Mori 
(Perth Glory), 19 goals, 

Q000 


ARCONI has 


switched the second 
leg of its Elimination Final 
against Sydney Olympic to 
this Sunday. 


Originally listed to be 
played this Saturday night, 
Marconi has now switched 
the game to Sunday night at 
Marconi Stadium. 

Kick off has been set 
down for 7 pm to also facili- 
tate Optus’ interstate televi- 
sion coverage. 


IRANK LAB- 
BOZZETTA, 
Marconi’s full-time Soccer 
administrator and long 
serving official with the 
giant Sydney Club, became 
the second administrator to 
resign from his position, 
The Perth Glory’s Roger 
Lefort last week stated that 
he would no longer hold his 
position come the end of 
the season, 


Damian Mori: Again the League's Top Goalscorer 
Of The Year. 


The major difference 
between the two seems to 
be that one has resigned 
whilst the other was 
‘pushed’. 

Labbozzetta most unex- 
pectedly resigned from his 
position last week, but far 
from feeling morbid about 
it, seemed in very good 
spirit when contacted by 
‘Good Oil’. 

“Tl find something to 
do, at least on a part-time 
basis,” stated to us a smil- 
ing Labbozzetta. 

More details next week 
on this matter. 


Dominic Longo: Marconi’s skipper. 


Frank Labbozzetta: 
Resigned from Marconi. 


009 
|AN we remember which 
teams last Season fin- 
ished in the Top Six Series? 
Well if we are unable to 
recall, here they are: 
1. Perth Glory 64 points. 
2. Wollongong Wolves 


60. 
3. Carlton 58, 
4, Adelaide City 56. 
5. Sydney Olympic 55. 
6. Marconi 55. 


Last Season there were 34 
Rounds played, four more 
than this time. 


000 
Mi" PETERSEN, 
jouth ~Melbourne’s 
head coach, informed 
‘Good Oil’ last night that 
all so far was'okay with his 
team. 

“J have noinjury or sus- 
pension problems with our 
squad for Friday night’s 
Major Semi-Final clash 
against the Wollongong 
Wolves. 

“This of course is the 
first leg and it’s an away 


Mickey Petersen: South / 
Melbourne’s first past 
the post coach. 


leg. I’m looking forward to 
it 


“Wollongong is a team 
that must always be treated 
with respect and is a team 
that will not go a 

“But neither will we,” 
quipped ‘Mickey P’, 

“Pil be happy to get 
something from Friday 
night’s match up at 
Wollongong,” ended the 
NSL’s rookie and Minor 
League Champion coach. 

Q000 


EEDS United will enter 

the Australian market 
next month by becoming an 
exhibitor at the third annual 
Telstra International Soccer 
Expo at Fox studios between 
June 15-17. 

Leeds will join NSL 
Clubs, Soccer sponsors, as 
well as equipment manufac- 
turers at this year’s Expo. 

The annual Soccer Expo 
last year was staged in 
Melbourne but returns to_ 
Sydney next month. 5 


JMTERMATIOWAL SUtCEA 
Vv 


a 


Leeds is understood to 
want to develop long term 
links with both Australian 
and New Zealand Soccer. 

Some major disclosures 
along these lines are expect- 
ed to be made by Leeds’ rep- 
resentatives at this year’s 
Soccer 
Expo. * 

Leeds 
has no less 
than four F 
Australian 
playets on 


(Viduk: J 
Milosevic, Mark Viduka: 


Burns and Leeds’ ace 
Kewell). ‘Aussie 
striker. 
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Mulvey 1 


‘omen’s Soccer Australia 

last week appointed 

‘Michael Mulvey as the 
new National Youth Coach, to lead 
the Young Matildas (as they will now 
be known) in their campaign for 
next year’s inaugural FIFA 
Women’s World Youth 
Championship. 

Mulvey is the current Head Coach 
of the Queensland Academy of Sport 
women’s ‘soccér program and will 
remain in-that position whilst under- 
taking-his new role. WSA sought to 
appoint from within its existing pool of 
National Training Centre (formerly 
TTC) Coaches in recognition of their 
integral role in developing young tal- 
ent, 

‘Mulvey’s tenure inthe first instance 
ruins until the completion of the 
Oceania qualifying toumiament for the 
World Youth Championship, sched- 
uled for April 2002. Subject to quali- 
fication and performance, this will be 
extended to include the World Youth 
Championship finals tournament. His 
appointment is effective immediately, 

FIFA confirmed late last year the 
establishment of its first women’s 
youth event, and recently awarded the 
hosting rights to Canada. ‘The Under 
19 championship will take place in 


ALS, 

Marconi Stallions 
Northern Spirit 
Parramatta Power 
Newcastle United 
Wollongong Wolves 
Sydney Olympic 
Marconi Stallions Colts 
QAS. 

Canberra Cosmos 
NS.W.LS, 

Sydney United 

Sydney Olympic Academy 
ACT Academy 
Newcastle United Colts 


South Melbourne Institute 
Eastern Pride 

Melbourne Knights 

VIS 

Melbourne Knights Academy24 
Peninsula Blues 24 
South Meloourne Eagles Ac 24 
South Dandenong 

Green Gully Cavaliers 

Albury Wodonga 

Preston Lions 

Bulleen Zebras 

Fawkner Blues 


‘August/September 2002, and will be 
held every two years. FIFA estimates 
approximately ninety countries will 
contest the event in the qualifying 
rounds. 

“['m honoured and very proud,” 
said Mulvey. “It’s a great opportunity 
for myself and a great opportunity for 
‘Australia, because we've got the 
chance to go to a Youth World Cup. 
All my energies will go into us quali- 
fying. These are exciting times.” 

‘Mulvey has headed QAS women’s 
soccer since the beginning of 1999, 
and previously served three years as 
the program’s Assistant Coach under 
Greg Brown. Last December he guid- 
ed Queensland Sting to the coveted 
WNSL title after an undefeated sea- 
son. 

In 1998, the national youth team 
program was resurrected after several 
years dormancy, Every year since, an 
Australian Youth Team has travelled 
overseas to gain that some all-impor- 
tant international match experience. 
The then National Assistant 
Coach/National Youth Coach Chris 
Tanzey led the Australian U19s to The 
Netherlands, 

The following year, he guided the 
Australian U2ls to our first involye- 
ment in the prestigious Nordic Cup in 


Iceland, and in 2000 Jane Oakley and 
‘Wendy Carter were charged with the 
Australian UI7s to compete in the 
Adidas Cup in the US. 

‘These players all gained a valuable 
insight into what it's like to play at the 
very highest level against some of the 
best countries in the world, and experi- 
enced on and off the field the profes- 
sional setup under which the Matildas 
play and train. 

‘The real measure of success in these 
cases was that six went on to fulfil 
their dreams of playing for the 
Matildas — Peita-Claire Hepperlin, 
Kate McShea, Danielle Small, and 
Justine McLaughlin, with Kelly 
Golebiowski and Amy Wilson fighting 
their way back into the Matildas via 
the Youth Team after long absences. 
Three of these went on to play at the 
1999 World Cup, and five gained 
selection to the Olympic Games Team. 

However, now with the existence of 
the World Youth Championship, the 
stakes are higher in their own right. 
The players now need a much higher 


Deferred Match from Round 22 
Played on Friday 27 April 2001 


Parramatta Power ll 


Marconi Stallions Colts 


}UNDAY 29 APRIL 2001 


Sydney Oly Academy 


Newcastle United Youth . 


QAS .0 Marconi Stallions Youth . 
ACT Academy 


Wollongong Wolves “ 
Marconi Stallions Colts ..0 
Newcastle United Colts ..0 


Northern Spirit 
Sydney Olympic Youth 


Bye — Parramatta Power 
_ AMENDED RESULTS FROM ROUND 29 

Due to disciplinary action taken against Parramatta Power, the fol- 
lowing results have been amended to read three (3) goals to nil (0) to 
the ACT Academy of Sport. 

WEDNESDAY 25 APRIL 2001 

ACT Academy .........3 Parramatta Power ............0 

Please note that the Leading Goalscorers List will not be amend- 


evel of preparation together to not 
only qualify, but then to be competitive 
come Canada 2002. 

FIFA hasn't altogether helped the 
situation either, only making the offi- 
cial announcement to go ahead with 
the World Youth Championship as 
recently as October last year, also then 
deciding upon the timing, and chang- 
ing the age group to 19s from the orig- 
inal idea of 18s. 

“T think it’s a step into the unknown 
really,” he said with relation to 
Australia’s prospects at world youth 
level. “We went to the Adidas Cup last 
year and it was very difficult. The 
reports back said we needed more time 
to prepare, et cetera, But this is a 
World Cup, and we have to qualify. 
Oceania is all we have to think about 
now.” 

“['ve got the schedule for the US 
Team, for example, They've got a 
team which has been playing together 
the last three years and will be ready 
for the Youth World Cup next year. 
Obviously they are one of the best if 


eads Young Matildas 


not the best team at senior level, and 
they look a very strong Youth team as 
well, We'd like to be able to use that 
as our benchmark.” 

Mulvey is not racing too far ahead 
of himself, but is pleased to have the 
NTC program upon which to base his 


‘campaign. 

“We've got to goby the knowledge 
of those seen at National 
Championships and the National 
League, and look at the adidas Cup 
players. I've already discussed it with 
many of the NTC Coaches, and 
they've given me their thoughts on the 
best players in their area, But if there 
are players outside the NTCs, they'll 
also be given the opportunity. 

“P'll be very surprised if the players 
named now are the same for the 
Qualifiers, We need to look at them 
close up, see them in games, Those 
not up to scratch will go back to their 
NTCs and work on certain areas. We 
will add and subract players as we go, 
towards the Qualifiers, It’s very much 
an open policy.” 


Marconi Stallions 


w AIS 
Woll 


llongong Wolves 


Parramatta Power 
Marconi Stallions Colts/AIS 
Canberra Cosmos 


Sth 


Melb / Syd Oly Yth 


Marconi Stallions 
Norther Spirit 

Canberra Cosmos 
Northern Spirit 

Sydney Olympic Academy 
Newcastle United 


AIS 
Tavoutksis 
Libbesson 
Macalister 


Marconi Stallions Colts 
Newcastle United Colts 
Sydney Olympic 


ed, as these are individual achievements. 


By Roy Hay 


Fawkner Blues 2 
Melbourne Knights 5 


Melbourne Knights completed 
its home and away matches 
with a 5-2 win over the 
Fawkner Blues. 

Early goals by 
Milan Sajkic in 10 
minutes and 
Matthew Sardon * 
in 22 minutes for 
the Blues g 
promised an upset 
against the 
Knights, which had been very 
unfocused in that period. 

But then a couple of substitu- 
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tions and a wake up call got things 
going, with Anthony Pelikan scor- 
ing the first of his four goals in 26 
minutes. 

He added the other three in 46, 
56 and 70 minutes, interspersed 
by one from Zoltan Zold in 58 
minutes. The Knights plays the 

VIS in the Elimination 
= Semi Final on 
) Sunday. 

f The match between 

South Melbourne and 
? Eastern Pride from 
Round 26 was not 
played. The two 
teams are due to 
meet on 12 May in the 
Preliminary Semi Final at Bob 
Jane Stadium. 


ROUND 26 RESULTS 


Fawkner Blues 


(Matthew Sardon, Milan Sajkic) (Anthony Pelikan 4, Zoltan i, 


Northem Spirit 


Wednesday 2 May 2001 
South Melbourne v Eastern Pride 
(Match not played) 


Round 27 
Wednesday 2 May 2001 
..2 Melbourne Knights 


Sunday 6 May 2001 
Elimination Semi Final - 
Melbourne Knights v VIS. 

(Knights Stadium, 2.30 pm) 


Saturday 12 May 2001 
Preliminary Semi Final 
South Melbourne v Eastern Pride 
‘(Bob Jane Stadium, 3 pm) 


Day 


infamy 
at Perth 


By Richard Kreider 


Glory chairman Nick 
‘Tana announced the dis- 
missal of his general man- 


ager Roger Lefort at a packed 
press conference last week at a 
time when the clubs adminstra- 
tion had been experiencing a 
prolonged turbulence and liter- 
ally days away from the start of 
Glory’s finals campaign. 

“Rogers position will no longer 
be part of the management struc- 
ture,” said the no-nonsense chair- 
man, 

“The restructure has been my 
decision and one that I believe is in 
the best long-term interests of 
Perth Glory; as we move to the 
next level of the clubs develop- 
ment,” he said, although it is com- 
monly believed that there was ten- 
sion between him and Lefort. 


By Arvind Hickman 


he Wollongong 
Wolves will host 
South Melbourne in 


the first Leg of the Major 
Semi-Final at WIN 


Stadium this Friday night, 
The game will see the best 
attacking team in the league 
(Wollongong with 80 goals) 
against the strongest defen- 
sive unit (South Melbourne 
conceding only 24 goals). 


Wollongong are full of 
momentum after a miracu- 


lous 
Adelaide City in the final 
round to steal second place 
from Perth Glory, by virtue 
of haying scored more goals. 

South Melbourne are also 
running on hot form after 
they made light work of 
Northern Spirit with a 6-2 
drubbing in their final game 
of the season. 

The last time these two 
teams met, back in Round 
24, South Melbourne scored 
a disciplined 1-0 away victo- 
ry despite Wollongong con- 


“Tt is with great sadness that I 
advise I have not been included in 
the restructure and cease my 
employment with Perth Glory at 
the end of the season on June 16th 
2001,” said the popular adminis- 
trator. 

“I wish to make it quite clear 
that I have not resigned,” he said. 
Lefort then received loud applause 
after making his emotional state- 
ment. 

The surprise decision by Tana 
created a lot of commotion at the 
conference, especially when he 
refused to answer questions about 
the sacking, because of legal 
implications — and instead he 
elected to read out an official state~ 
ment. 

“Roger has made a unique and 
significant contribution to the 
establishment and the success of 
Perth Glory. 

He has been with us from the 


6-2 victory over 


trolling possession and hav- 
ing many more attacking 
‘opportunities. 

Souths’ Coach, Mickey 
Petersen employed an unfa- 
miliar 5-3-2 formation to 
nullify the rampant Wolves 
attack, a tactic that paid huge 
dividends after Paul Trimboli 
scored a late headed winner. 

The Wolves will have to 
break Souths’ defence in this 
home fixture if they harbour 
any realistic chances of hav- 
ing a home final. 

Souths’ are the only team 
in the league this season to 
have never lost a home 
game, making the Wolves’ 
task very difficult if they 
don’t come away with the 
right result in the first leg. 

The Wolves Coach, Ron 
Corry, will approach the 
game no different to any . 
other, emphasising that his 
team only knows one way, 
all out attack. 

“We'll approach it no dif- 
ferent to any other game. We 
go to play to win but must be 
a bit stronger in defence. 

“South Melboume are a 
very good side and they play 
well the way they do, but so 
do we, so I think we are in 
for a very good game.” 

Corry will resist the urge 
to tinker with team in such a 
crucial game but will wel- 
come back influential striker 
Stuart Young, while losing 
speedy left sided wing-back, 
Robbie Middleby through 


beginning and in those formative 
years was instrumental in building 
the support the club now enjoys.” 

“The club recognises the signif- 
icant role Roger played in the 
development of Perth Glory and he 
has my gratitude for those efforts. 
I wish him every success in the 
future.” 

Tana also announced the 
removal of the club’s football 
manager position as part of his 
corporate reshuffle, which will 
conclude with that of Lefort. 
“Manny Zammit will no longer be 
with us and we also wish Manny 
well for the future,” said Tana who 
then announced that he will be 
advertising for a chief executive 
officer, a football administration 
manager and a sales executive in 
the lead-up to season 2001-02. 

Another issue of great concern 
for the multitude of Glory follow- 


ers is that of the future of their 
popular coach Bernd Stange. It is 
believed however, that the former 
East German national coach will 
‘Temain with the club if he guides 
them to winning the championship 
and qualifies for the World Club 
Championship. 

“As I have stated before, a deci- 
sion on the coach will be made at 
the end of the season,” said Tana. 

Meanwhile, the conference was 
also used to announce a bonus 
package for the players should 
they emerge successful for the 
NSL and Club World 
Championship qualification. 

Gareth Naven took his place 
alongside Tana to read out a state- 
ment regarding the bonus arrange- 
ment but was forced to wait 
patiently for a few minutes before 
the mayhem subsided. 

“The Perth Glory team is com- 
mitted to performing at the very 
highest level to win an NSL cham- 
pionship,” said Naven, “After dis- 
cussions with my fellow players 
we have decided to forgo any 
bonuses in the lead-up to the grand 
final. To that end, we have put up 
a multi-million dollar two-tier 
player bonus package to the 
Board, 

This package, to which the 
Board has agreed, involves a 
bonus for winning the NSL 
Championship and a further bonus 
for qualifying for the World Club 
Championship,” he said. 

“As captain of Perth Glory, Iam 
delighted that the players have 
demonstrated that they are com- 
pletely focussed on_the champi- 
onship and refuse to contemplate 
anything less. We owe it to our 


Matchday Sponsor: 


management, sponsors and sup- 
porters to perform at the very best 
of our ability and bring the (NSL) 
championship cup to Perth,” said 
the club skipper. 

Naven refused to get drawn into 
in answering questions about the 
administration problems and 
whether it would damage the 
teams finals aspirations. 

“Tim employed to go out and 
kick a ball to win games, whatever 
decisions that the Board makes is 
up to them - not the business of the 
25 players,” he said. 

On a positive note, Tana 
revealed the agreeing to a 12- 


month extension to Alistair 
Edwards’ tenure. 

“I have great pleasure in 
announcing that Alistair, one of 
our most senior players, a local 
lad, agreed to terms, and I will be 
recommending to the Board that 
those terms be accepted for an 
extension of one year,” said the 
club’s majority owner. 

Meanwhile, former Socceroo 
coach Frank Arok arrived last 
week to take up residency for his 
position as Perth Glory Youth 
Development Manager, which 
commences next month. 


Gareth Naven: Perth Glory captain, who disclosed ¢ new 


injury. 


well. 


ge. 


two very good teams. 


ER 


SUS 


bonus package for the players. 


“We'll have no problem 
with confidencesput Souths 
are a very confident side as 


“It is important to get a 
result anywhere, it doesn’t 
matter if it is at WIN or at 
Bob Jane Stadium but obyi- 
ously any away goal for 
Souths would give them an 


“T think the team who per- 
forms the best on the night 
“and makes the least mistakes, 
will probably win but it will 
be a very good match with 


Souticoast, 
Sane 


Melbourne | 


- Special. guests appearance, The Victorious Wollongong Hawks - 
Rooball Grand Final, Sponsored by Unitech Computer Services, 6.00pm; Albion Park vs Unanderra 
Gates open at Spm + Wollongong Toyota Wolfchase * RM (Supré) Dancers * Face painting 


Meet the players after the match at the Fraternity Club, presentation at 10:00pm 


s 


EL 


SERER TN: 


Tickets available trom Ticketek outlets or the Wollongong Entertainment Centre; enquiries 4220 2828, bookings 9266 4833 
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Socver after spending 50 years 


it ae ‘an international ‘80C- 


‘Hungary. but 

: here I became. the 
youngest International. Soccer. 
referee there, 

Twas. also. appointed. 


Milton Cortes: Canberra Cosmos' prolific striker, 
who may be missing from the NSL if the club 
is axed. 


Dear Sir, 

In regards to a letter in your edito- 
tial ‘Slater's Ethnic Soccer Brew,’ 
printed on Tuesday 24th of April, I 
somehow don't believe Robbie 
Slaters's comments in the "On the 
Ball’ program on SBS were of a racist 
nature. 

Maybe the message he was trying 
to get across to the Soccer adminis- 
trators was that many Soccer clubs 


/ soecer schedule 


Commissioner. of Sports (for 
‘Alisports). 

In 1964 I managed to escape 
‘from “Iron Curtain” starting a 


“new life in Canberra region 


where L continued-a very busy 
‘feferee, lec- 
turer of referees, grader and 
examiner, in judiciary and 


s became the first NSL inspector, 


Thad the privilege to travel all 
‘over the world (America, 
Europe, Russia, China). V've 
learnt a lot about World Soccer, 
I feel we MUST speak out loud- 
ly against injustices against 
Cosmos Canberra. 

Cosmos eamed the highest 
respect from all visiting NSL 
teams. 


need to change their views in regards 
to what their clubs support. 

‘There are examples from all over 
the world of clubs formed by ethnic 
groups, such as Boca Juniors which 
was formed by the Italian community 
in Argentina. 

‘Yet even though half the popula- 
tion of Argentina is of Italian descent 
when you see a Boca Junior match on 
SBS, you never see an Italian flag in 


Moreover, the Bruce Stadium 
‘was declared the best stadium 
for Soccer and what a terrific job. 
Cosmos are doing for nearly 
13,000 kids registered for 
Soccer in our region. 

Cosmos must stay in the 


NSL. 
‘Nick Szego, 
Queanbeyan 


Lion-hearted Wolves! 


Dear Sir, 

Well they've gone and done it 
again. And can I ask anyone who 
cares to respond, has there ever 
been a team in the NSL with 
more heart than the Wollongong 
Wolves? 

‘We all remember that miracu- 
lous comeback in last year’s NSL 
Grand Final, ftom 3-0 down at 
half time to Perth Glory in front 
of a very hostile crowd at 
Subiaco Oval. 

On that day the Wolves scored 
three goals against all odds in the 
second half and won a nerve- 
wracking penalty shoot-out, to 


Dear Sir, 

Why have the Football King 
been rated so lowly (last) on the 
released rankings 
list by Soccer 

* Australia? 

‘The support over 
here is really start- 
ing to pick up and 
so is the team on 
the field. This year 
we have ended up 
eight, with the same 
points and goal dif- 
ference as seventh- 

« placed Adelaide City. 


Kingz’ unfair rating 


hand the boys from the Illawarra 
the first major national sporting 
trophy for that region. 

And this year, when the chips 
were down and all looked 
against, the mighty Wolves defy 
odds by scoring ten goals in the 
final two rounds to edge past 
Perth Glory (again) on goal dif- 
ference and claim that all impor- 
tant second position. 

Itis almost as if they play their 
best football when all looks lost 
and gone. 

Who would argue against the 
Wolves winning the NSL cham- 
pionship for a second year in a 


We are also starting to see 
some big crowds in my home- 
town Wellingtown of around the 
7,000 and 8,000 
mark, 

Treally find it hard 
to believe that SA 
has rated us last 
despite our better 
performances and 
crowd figures than 
many of the teams 
above us. 

It is not like we 
are in receivership 
or anything, so what are the rea- 
sons? 

I know it doesn’t affect us 
because we were promised 
another year in the competition 
when we started, but as fans we. 
still demand answers. 

As one of our famous politi- 
cians would say, ‘PLEASE 
EXPLAIN?” 

J. Levick 
Wellington, New Zealand 


row, after all this is the same 
position they were in last year 
and they are enjoying a rich vein 
of form. 

South Melboume are quality 
all over the park but if anybody 
saw Souths’ play the Wolves at 


Matt Horsley: Wollongong 
Wolves’ captain. 
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WIN Stadium then you would be 
all too aware the Wolves had 
,enough opportunities to score a 
brace of goals against the most 
stubborn defence in the league. 
When the Wolves are on a roll, 
T don’t think any team in this 
country could beat them and 
even Zoran Matic admitted they 
were the best team his boys had 
played against. 
Wolves Fan 
Bulli, NSW 


Dear Sir, 


whole Carlton debacle. 


thermore, why didn’t 
Australia award no points and no 
goals for these games to pre- 
vent such complications? 
It seems like the only 
obvious thing to do see- 
ing that some teams @J 
enjoyed more success 
against Carlton than others. 


And now there is talk that Perth 


Idon’t understand all this rubbish 
about Sydney Olympic taking 
Soccer Australia to court over the 


It really hasn’t made a difference 
to the standings in the end and fur- 
Soccer 


mel 


I am almost certain those three 
teams would easily put six each past 


the crowd or hear the crowd chanti- 
ng, Ttalia!’ 

Another example would be the 
Seria A team "Verona Hellas' formed 
by a Greek — yet you never hear the 
supporters chanting ‘Hellas.’ So why 
do we in Australia continue to har- 
bour on to our racial tendencies in 
our Soccer League? 

Why at a South Melbourne match 
is the Greek flag raised or at a 
Melbourne Knights match is the 
Croatian flag waved, when we are all 
Australians. 

I myself am Italian-born, I have 
been in Australia since 1959 and I 
feel that waving an Italian flag for a 
group Australian Soccer players can 
only prevent non-Greek, non-Italian, 
non-Croatians and non-ethnic fans 
from following any team in the 
league. 

If Perth Glory were called Perth 
Italia or Perth Athena or any other 
ethnic name would they attract so 
many fans? 

A. Vaccaro, 
East Brunswick. 


tas 


‘Was it a coincidence that a 
“Canberra Cosmos" player, Who 
happens to be Japanese, was red 
‘carded and sent off, in a game in 
‘Adelaide on ANZAC Day?!! 

Victor Heath, 
Duffy, ACT, 


Glory has a case for legal action fol- 


lowing the awarding of three 
points and three goals for 
Wollongong against the 
Eastern Pride. 

Well, can I say I hope 
these are only rumours GLe 
because this is too ridicu- 


lous for words. If Perth Glory is 

that upset about it, then let’s 
have ¥.ollongong, South 
Melbourne and Sydney 
Olympic play the Pride 
and see if that will do 


witd) 


them any favours. 


Robbie Slater 


An ode to 
0z Soccer. 


Dear Sir, 

They've tried to stop us, with 
darkness and drought, but we're 
still growing, and end without, 

They've huffed, and they've 
puffed, and we've told them to get 
stuffed, because we're not afraid, 
to show how strong we're made. 

Our game, the world game, will” 
find it's feet, with children playing 
in the street, oh what a lovely 
treat. 

Let the positive forces, unite 
with us, as we Celebrate victory, in 
this our World Cup qualification 
year. 

Let the people sing, and the. 
players dance, as we march on. 

Go Aussie! 

Paul Bottari, 
Yokine, WA, 


Olympic, Glory have no case 


the lowly Pride who have nothing to 

play for and are very 

unsettled. 

This whole mentality 

about taking Soccer 

AY Australia to court 

(despite SA’s consis- 

tent stuff-ups) over lost 

or gained points is stupid. If these 

teams can’t win enough games over 

the course of a season to achieve 

their goals then they only have 
themselves to blame. 

Stop using scapegoats and start 

performing better. 
T. Symonds 
Ipswich, QLD 


By Allan Crisp 


FORCEFUL 
MATIC 


fa week is considered to be a long time 

in politics, then seven days would seem 
to be an eternity in sport. 

Last week, Zoran Matic, who has 
coached 427 NSL career games, was 
quoted as saying there was no reason he 
could see to prevent him from continuing 
in his role as coach at Adelaide City 
Force next season. 

Then, just seven days later, Adelaide's 
Channel 10 tossed a cloud of doubt over 
that public statement during its nightly 
news service sports report. 

Intrepid reporter Mark Aiston invaded 
our living rooms (0 tell us that “specula- 
tion is mounting that former Adelaide 
City champ Serg Melta could become the 
team’s new senior coach. 

“Current City coach Zoran Matic has 
said he would walk away from the job if 
he feels support is flagging, 

“Serg Melta, who has been the 
fant coach for the past three years, has 
expressed interest in taking the next 
step,” said Aiston, as he cut to footage of 
Melta, 

“Oh, yes, for sure,” said City’s longest 
serving player, “I'm sure that would be 
anyone’s ambition, 

“In the role that [’'ve got (assistant 
coach) that one day I would be able to 
coach some team.” 

Asked what Matic intended, Melta 
replied, “You just don’t know with Zoran, 
because he keeps things close to his chest, 
but I'm sure that he would be feeling the 
disappointment of not making the finals.” 

Matic was not available for a direct 
quote for the television segment because 
he was in Sydney dealing with business 


Premier League Results 


0 Birkalla 
(Westervelt 3, Hagias, 
Russell, iekinis) 


3 Enfield Falcons 


ROUND 5 
1 Adelaide City 


Modbury Jets 


(Trimboli 2, Marve) 


Metro Stars 
(Day) 
White City Woodville 0 


Campbelltown Devils 1 
(Monterosso) 2 


Raiders 0 
Croydon Kings 2 


(Binine, Pevin) 
Playford Patriots 
(Furncombe, Kidd, Bell) 


STATE LEAGUE 
Adelaide Hills 


(Kasperski) 
Blue Eagles 
(Brovks, Artone) 

Olympic FC 


(Morley) 
WT Birkalla 
(Tiekinis, Hagias) 
Panthers 

(Honeyset 2, 8, Price) 


(Perna 2) 


2 
3 
Northern Demons 0 
2 


Seaford Surfers 
(Rooney, 8. Huybreets) 
Hills Hawks 
(Clarke, Kaye) 


(Elliott, Bal) 
Cobras 
(Ploros, Alaa) 


(Apostalopuutos, Sparharos) 


3 Port Pirie Spirit 1 


Noarlunga Bulldogs) 
Western Strikers 2 


Salisbury Apaches 2 


matters, but the master coach told Aiston 
if was not given the support of the club 
management he would wall 

the position. 

Adelaide City has an unwritten policy 
of promoting its assistant NSL coaches to 
the top post when the senior mentor steps 
down. 

Speculation first surfaced about the 
Force coaching position earlier this year 
when Melta sold his North Adelaide hair- 
dressing salon, saying that was the first 
step in expanding his coaching career. 

But, Melta did not say that he coveted 
the City job, rather he would be accessi- 
ble to any coaching role offered to him. 

Then, as a follow up to the Channel 10 
Segment, Matic, last Thursday said there 
was no doubt he would return next season 
to coach the Force for a record 13th year. 

Matic,in a candid interview with 
Advertiser soccer writer Meno Toutsidis, 
said he regarded himself as a “failure” 
after City missed qualifying for the NSL 


finals for the first time in 12 years. 

Missing the finals hurts, Matic said. “I 
can’t say I'm happy we finished seventh, 
even with a young team. 

“We made mistakes, including me, and 
now we have to make sure we have a 
team for next season that we can compete 
in the finals — and not just for the first 
round. 

“Lknow there are people out there who 
wouldn't be happy about this season and 
T would have no problem if someone 
decided there was a better option. “I’m 
not the sort of person who is going to 


Adelaide City president Bob D’Ottavi 
had the final say on the issue — “Last 
year When we got into the play-offs we 
re-appointed Zoran for two more years. 

“Now, that’s this season and next sea- 
son, “The only possible way that would 
change is if Zoran decided he didn’t want 
to continue,” D’Ottavi said. 


Aurelio Vidmar (left) and Brisbane Strikers’ Wayne Srhoj during a 
recent NSL game: Another award in a highly successful career. 


South Australia 


Cumberland Foxes 


Para Hills Knights 


(Franels, Joes, tog) 


Port Lion Pirates 


5 ROUND 7 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
b) Friday, May 11 
Blue Eagles v Croydon Kings 
Saturday, May 12 
Modbury Jets y Campbelltown Red Devils 
Port Lion Pirates y Raiders 
White City Woodville 
2 Olympic FC v Playford Patriots 
Adelaide City v Port Pirie Spirit 


STATE LEAGUE 
Birkalla v Panthers 
Cobras v Cumberland Foxes 
Salisbury Apaches v Hills Hawks 
Northern Demons v Seaford 
2 Noarlunga Bulldogs v Para Hills Knights 
Western Strikers v Enfield Falcons 


Metro Stars v 


during a 
Company f 


California area. 


By Graham Cooke 


jormer 
Pe coach Tom 
Sermanni is settling into 
his new role as assistant coach 
of the San Jose CyberRays in 
the United States Women’s 
Professional League. 

ABSW caught up with him 
ort tour of Boeing 
ilities in the US, 
which included the Southern 


He had just returned from a 
cross-continent visit where the 
team had lost their first match to 
the Washington Freedom 1-0. “A 
very dubious penalty.” 

But what impressed him most 
was the support the competition 


VIDMAR STRIKES 
GOLD 


delaide City captain Aurelio Vidmar 

has won the 25th Advertiser Golden 
Boots as the best Adelaide-based player 
in the NSL. 

The longest-running individual nation 
al soccer award this season carries $1000 
prizemoney from The Advertiser and 
$1000 in gold bars from joint sponsor 
Fort Knox Security. 

Vidmar polled 26 votes to win from ex- 
Melbourne Knights defender Ante 
Kovacevic and midfielder Brad Hassell. 


FIRST FOR 
EVERYTHING 


here were a number of notable break- 
throughs during round five of the 
Premier League competition. 

Promoted Olympic FC broke a 450- 
minute goal-drought in the final minute of 
its 1-1 draw with Raiders. 

The drama was heightened with Nek 
Galanopoulos netting from the penalty 
spot to eam the newcomers their first 
point in the big league. 

Port Pirie Spirit created history at Port 
Pirie by downing Croydon Kings 5-1 to 
earn their first Premier League maximum 
points, 

Modbury Jets unearthed an unwanted 
first by losing its first night game of the 
season at Golden Grove, going down 1-2 
to Metro Stars. 

And, Croydon Kings captain Rick 
Piotrowski was sent off for the first time 
in his senior career when he was red card- 
ed in the 36th minute of the match with 
Port Pirie. 


TOUGH CUP 
DEFENCE FOR 
KINGS 


W. st End Federation Cup holders 
Sroydon Kings have drawn Metro 
Stars in a (esting quarter-final, while 
Premier League pacesetters White City 
Warriors will be at home to State League 
hotshots Birkalla. 

Playford Patriots look assured of a 
semi-final berth against Amateur League 


Canberra 


home gam 
Breakers,” 


e said. 


Atlanta, New 


Philadelp 


he said. 


Australia and 


It is truly a national league 
with other members coming 
from the major cities-including 
York 


“The set-up at the club is 
incredibly professional with a 
vast number of back-up staff,” 


However, he has not forgotten 
trawls 
Canberra Cosmos web s 
most evenings for news from the 


side Fulham United, with Salisbury 
Apaches take the war path against reign- 
ing Premier League champions Blue 
Eagles. 


WEST END 


CUP DRAW 


QUARTER 
FINALS. ~ 


Monday, May 21, 2001 
(Kick-off 2.30pm) 
Metro Stars v Croydon Kings 
White City Woodville v Birkalla 
Salisbury Apaches v Blue Eagles 
Playford Patriots v Fulham United 


UNDER 23's 

(Kick-off Noon) 
SASL y Croydon Kings 
Cobras v Birkalla 
Campbelltown v Adelaide City 
Modbury Jets (bye) 


UNDER 19's 
(Kick-off 9.30am) 
Port Lion y Port Pirie Spirit 
Enfield Falcons v Birkalla 
Salisbury Apaches v Blue E 
Modbury Jets (bye) 


ree} 


| Allan Crisp can be heard on the 
Marshall Thompson Homes/Pacific 
Real Estate 5RPH Breakfast Soccer | 
Show each Tuesday from 7am- 
8.30am, along with Croydon Kings 
coach Phil Scardigno, Peter Millar, 
The Advertiser soccer writer Meno 
Toutsidis and producer Rob 
Popplestone, 

Ggisp; Scardigno and Millar return 
on Sundays from 8,30am-9,30am, in 
company with Playford Patriots mid- | 

} fielder Mark Brazzale and guests for 
| the SRPH (SOS) Soccer on 
Sundayprogram. 


Huge crowds thrill 
SermanniinUS — 


is getting from the American fe 
public. “There were 34,000 peo- 
ple in the stadium to see us, and 2 
our own club reckon we will 
have a crowd of between 15,000 
and 20,000 for our opening 
against the Boston 


i 


and 


Tom Sermanni: Excited by 
huge turnouts at US female 
soccer games. 


club, “You can tell them I am 


still thinking about them, and 
wish them well,” he said. 


the 
ie on 
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NSL ELIMINATION SERIE 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 3 
MARCONI STALLIONS 1 


By Arvind Hickman 


ydney Olympic have landed 
S" first blow in their 
Elimination Final against 
Marconi Stallions with a confident 
3-1 victory at the Belmore Sports 
Ground last Sunday night. 
Olympic dominat- 
ed the game from 
start to finish 
and were lead 
by an inspira- 
tional Troy 
Halpin, who 
provided 
much zip in 
attack 
despite play- 
ing with a niggling 
ankle injury, 
Marconi simply couldn’t match 
Olympic’s pace and movement 
around the park, but grabbed what 
might be a crucial consolation goal 


unlucky to have not scored a few 
more,” he said. 

“With the late goal it’s disappoint- 
ing but you can’t get too annoyed 
because of the quality of football we 
played today.” 

Marconi coach, Eddie Krncevic, 

showered praise for his 
opposition after the 
game but 
still 
believes a 
late con- 
solation 
goal 
gives his 
team a 
chance 
Derk 
week, 
“A late goal has proba- 
bly given us a little bit of hope. 
At3-0 it would have been very hard 
to comeback (next week),” he said. 

“We came out against a very good 
Sydney Olympic today who were 
very determined. 


Kresimir Marusic: His two goals enabled Sydney 
Olympic to secure a 3-1 first leg win over 


Marconi. 


_in last couple of minutes. 

Sydney Olympic coach, Branko 
Culina, was very impressed by his 
team’s performance labelling it as 
the best-he has seen all season. 

“We are very, very pleased with 
our performance and we probably 
played the best football we have all 
season, and were probably a bit 


MARCO 


STALLIONS ; 


When you cop a goal 
after four minutes you 
lose a bit of confi- 
dence but a consola- 
tion goal for us gives 
us some hope.” 

The home team start- 
i] ed the game all guns 

blazing and scored 

their first goal after 
only three minutes. 

Elias Augerinos was 

played into space 

down the left flank 
b and crossed the ball 
deep to Troy Halpin. 

Halpin cleverly 

trapped the ball 

before crossing back 

across goal for Pablo 
Cardozo who side-foot- 
ed the ball into the net. 
Augerinos then had a 
good chance to double the lead after 
he snuck a low header just, wide 
from a Halpin free kick. 

Olympic should have scored their 
second in the 22nd minute from a 
corner, after a header was cleared off 
the line and fell invitingly for cap- 
tain Ante Juric who couldn’t find a 
path through the mass of bodies. 
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However in the 29th minute 
Kresimir Marusic finally turned 
Olympics domination into a second 
goal with a brilliant.curling free-kick 
into the top left hand corer from 
around 20 metres out. 

Marconi ended the half with their 
first real chance of the game which 
striker Norman Tome ballooned 
after finding himself with plenty of 
time and space on the edge of the 
box. 

Olympic scored their third goal in 
the 58th minute, a lovely sweeping 
moye finished by none other than 
Cardozo, 

Augerinos capitalised on a 
Marconi mistake and took the ball 
down the left flank before passing it 
across the park to a lonely Andrew 
Packer on the edge of the box. The 
ex-Carlton striker’s shot was too hot 
to handle for keeper David Aceski, 
Cardozo pouncing in a typical 
poachers fashion to poke the ball 
honie. 

Marconi’s late consolation goal 
came in the 88th minute from a 
quickly worked Brendan Renaud 
free kick to John Gibson who beat 
everyoné to head the ball home. 

But it was all too little to late and 
Olympic must surely be favoured to 
progress now as Marconi have to 
win by at least two goals next week 
at Marconi Stadium. 


IEE 
ti t# 


2k 


Sydney Olympic defender, Scott Baillie (right) outjumps Marconi 
Stallions’ striker, Kris Trajanovski. 


= 


Sydney Olympic striker, Pablo Cardozo (left) reacts after scoring the opening goal against Marconi on 


Sunday night. 


NSL ELIMINATION SERIES 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS ) 
PERTH GLORY 0 


By Richard Kreider 


he first leg of the elimination final 

| between the Melbourne Knights 

and Perth Glory at Knights stadium 

last Sunday descended into mob violence 
immediately after the final whistle. 

Knights supporters attacked Perth 


shouldn’t do such things. Both fouls were 
on the halfway line. If you do that in a bat- 
tle near the box, OK, but at the halfway 
line is unnecessary,” Stange said. 

“The Knights still have a great chance. 
They have absolutely nothing to lose. 
Expectation is very high in Perth and maybe 
therefore it is a bit easier for the Knights to 
play. I won’t build them up for Saturday. 
We'll be on full strength and we'll try to win. 

“If we aren’t to beat Melbourne Knights in 


Melbourne Knights fans ignite flares during the tension-soaked game with Perth Glory at the Knights 


coach Bernd Stange and several Perth 
players as they were escorted to the team 
bus through a back-exit. Two security 
guards were hit unconscious while another 
was also injured as police tried to stop the 
attackers. Earlier, a Perth supporter was 
also bashed, 

The game finished in a 0-0 draw which 
was a better result for a ten-men Perth, 
‘which had defender Jamie Harnwell sent 
off, than for the Knights, Stange said at the 
post-match conference. But, he added, the 
pressure would still be on Perth. 

“The result is fantastic for us. It is what we 
wanted, a draw or a win. 

A goal wasn’t possible after the unneces- 
sary red card for Jamie Harnwell. 

He did the wrong things (brazen tackles 
on Adrian Cervinski and Joel Porter). He 
was over-motivated and the red card was 
absolutely correct. A player of his class 


Stadium, 


ae 


Perth in front of 40,000 people than we 
haven’t deserved any other chance this sea- 
son. We know that and it puts a lot of pressure 
on the team. But we have positive support 
and we should be able to beat the Knights, if 
we want to go to the next round. 

We prepared the base today, but that’s it 
and nothing more,” he said. 

Being a player short, Perth did well to keep 
the Knights scoreless at home. The 
Westerners must be considered favorites to 
beat the Knights at home in 
the return leg next 
Saturday and go 
through to the 
minor semi- 
final. 

j Marth, 
who coped 
with a 
groin 
injury and 
played the 
full match, thought the Knights 
were still very much in the race. 
“Tt’s eleven against eleven, Perth, 
Olympic Park or Knights stadium 
doesn’t mean anything to us. 
42,000 people can work against 
Perth at times too. We go through 
the game to half time and the pres- 
sure will be as much on them on us. 
‘We'll just go out to win. I’m always 
a believer of winning games,” 
Marth said. 

“The Knights fans had two early 
ge| Teasons to cheer about in the first 30 
minutes as the home-team battled 
for an opening goal. A roar went up 
in the 28th minute, when Harnwell 
was sent off for his second bookable 


ABSW (8) 


offence, and a collective groan mourned Toto 
Da Costa’s brilliant header that crashed on to 
the crossbar in the 30th minute. 

Determined to keep the bruising start under 
control, referee Con Diomis issued eight yel- 
low cards, including Harnwell’s” double, in 
the first half hour. ati 

Cervinski looked like having burst through 
Glory’s defensive forest with only two min- 
utes to half time. But Scott Miller saved off 
the line with ‘keeper Jason Petkovic well 

beaten for the second time« 

Petkovic was also beaten when 
Da Costa rose like an old- 
fashioned Aussie Rules 
full forward to crunch 
the bar with a tower- 
ing header from a 
cross by Lubo 
Lapsansky, who 
had worked a short 
corner with Joel 
Porter to evade the 

tree-like Glory backline. 

Perth on the counter got a chance on goal 
ten minutes into the second half after Craig 
Deans had a long run on the right and crossed 
the ball into the box. But Knights ‘keeper 
Llou Acevski saved with a courageous dive at 
Mori’s feet to keep a clean sheet. 

Petkovic stood his ground in the 68th 
minute to deny Marth from a curling pass by 
half-time substitute Alex Kiratzoglou for 
what was the Knights’ third opportunity to 
break the deadlock. Marth also headed just 
over the bar in the 72nd minute from a Da 
Costa cross, 

Midfielder Andy Vargas, who missed the 
home final through injury is again doubtful 
for the Perth leg. Marth expects to be in the 


side. a 


Perth Glory defender Craig Dean (left) stops Melbourne Knights’ striker, Adrian Cervinski. 
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By Bort van Bedaf 


ELL-TRAVELLED — coach 

Dusan Kalezichas been sur- 

prisingly sacked as coach of 
Fitzroy City, 

Kalezic took the Roys from State 
League division two into the first division 
this season and had managed two opening 
draws before being told he was no longer 
required, 

"I did everything for the club. I 477 
brought new players. They just fy, 
gave me a call and said they did- 
nit need me anymore," a stunned 
Kalezie said. S 

, The well-credentialled Kalezic ~~ 
coached various Victorian Premier 
League clubs including Green Gully and 
the former Melbourne Raiders as well as 
first division clubs Springvale White 
Eagles and Thomastown Zebras when in 
the VPL. 

Kalezic will be replaced with the leg- 
endary Dragoslay Sekularac this week. 
Fitzroy's oldest player Miroslav Nikolic 
has been caretaker for two matches, which 
the Roys won. They beat Westvale 4-1 last 


GES 


Ecstatic players of South Melbourne celebrating a goal during a game in their 
successful NSL campaign. 


Saturday to go third on the ladder. 

Fitzroy aims to secure a spot in the top 
two and gain promotion to the Premier 
League, club president Vaso Pitra said. He 
said he'd given Kalezic his marching 
orders. 

"We explained it to him that we were 
getting a famous coach. He is a very 
famous and popular man," Pitra said. 

The 63-year-old Sekularac coached the 
Tong-since defunct Footscray JUST and 

Heidelberg United in the national 
SQ, league. 
"With a local coach there is not 
enough discipline," Pitra said. 
"The players don't work hard 
enough, but they want the money. 

Sekularac is different. He'll get more 
out of the players. We're seeking promo- 
tion to the premier league," he said. 

‘The 63-year-old Sekularac coached the 
long-since defunct Footscray JUST and 
Heidelberg United in the national league. 

"With a local coach there is not enough 
discipline," Pitra said. "The players don't 
work hard enough, but they want the 
money, Sekularac is different. He'll get 
more out of the players. We're seeking pro- 
motion to the premiér league,” he said. 
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by John Economos 


‘arconi’s Head 
coach, Eddie 


on Sydney Olympic this 
Sunday at the Marconi 
‘Stadium. 

The two Sydney giant 
teams on Sunday night, 
‘again clash when they meet 
in the second leg and decider 
in the Elimination Final, 

Olympic last Sunday 
night in the first leg at the 
Belmore Sports Ground, 

defeated 

with Marconi’s 

solitary goal arriving in stop- 
page time. 

The* former Australian 
‘World Cup striker, Krncevic, 
‘although understandably not 
being too happy with his 
team’s loss, still retains 
belief that his team can still 
make a comeback, 

“Look, either way, losing 
1-0 or 3-1 doesn’t change the 
reality of the situation, 

“We still have to score, 
‘and win, by two goals,” stat- 
ied Kncevic. 

Marconi will more than 
welcome back from suspen- 
sion, explosively mobile 
striker, Archie Thompson to 
sharpen the attack, 


Eddie Krncevic 


David Aceski 


We 
The two captains, (1) Ante Juric (Sydney Olymple’s 
captain) with Dominic Longo (Marconi’s skipper). 


But unless Marconi's 
entire midfield drastically 
improves the quality, (let 
alone quantity), of its ball- 
Supply to its strikers, not 
even Liverpool's England 
international Michael Owen 
could solve Marconi’s goal 


drought. 

Marconi’s captain and for- 
mer international stopper, 
Dominic Longo, stated last 
night to ABSW: “After we 
conceded those two early 
goals to Olympic last 
Sunday, it was hard to come 


back, and especially after 
they scored their third. 

“But this Sunday night is 
another game,” wamed the 
recently  chrome-domed 
Longo. 

Olympic’s coach Branko 
Culina, despite his team’s 
decisive 3-1 win last Sunday, 
couldn’t discount Marconi’s 
sole goal, (John Gibson's 
header), in stoppage time. 

Culina lamented ; “The 
late goal was disappointing, 
but you couldn’t get too 
annoyed because of the qual- 
ity of football we played. 

“ Whilst disappointed that 
we didn’t keep a clean sheet, 
it will keep us on our toes for 
Sunday's return game. 

“We must now go out and 
be ready for them. That late 
goal has given Marconi a 
life-line. 

“Having said that, we are 
determined to go further in 
the Top Six Play offs and 
will be more determined to 
go past hopefully, either the 
Perth Glory or the 
Melbourne Knights, 

“If Packer and Augerinos, 
(Olympic’s right and left 
wingbacks),are both out for 

will make it that 
much harder . 

“We won't know for a few 
more days what the real situ- 
ation is going to be like, so 


we will just have to play it by 
ear for now,” said Culina. 
Both Packer and 
Augerinos were able to easi- 
ly stretch Marconi’s lines 
with Augerinos engineering 
both of Pablo Cardozo’s 
match-winning goals, 
Olympic’s right wing- 
back, Andrew Packer, could 
be in doubt for Sunday’s bat- 
tle at the Marconi Stadium. 
The strong running 
flanker damaged his knee 
and had to be stretchered off 
the pitch last Sunday night at 
Belmore Sports Ground 


when he heavily collided 
with Marconi’s solid goalie, 
David Aceski, 13 minutes 
from fulltime. 

Culina replaced Packer 
with midfielder Peter 
Zorbas. 

Culina added: “Packer 
doesn’t look too good at the 
moment, (knee).” 

Meanwhile — Olympic’s 
ball-playing left wingback, 
Elias Augerinos, hobbled off 
last Sunday with 15 minutes 
left of play and could also be 
doubtful for Sunday. 

The technical wingback 


Olympic 


ripped open a wound sus- 
tained on his right knee 
against Sydney United two 
weeks ago which later neces- 
sitated stitches to be inserted, 
Meanwhile  Olympic’s 
lanky sweeper and quality 
skipper, Ante Juric, quietly 
evaluated: “I thought we 
played well last Sunday. 
“But I also Believe that 
this Sunday night is going to 
be a tough situation with 
Marconi being at home, 
“We'll have to just wait 
and see,” Juric concluded, 


Press conference: (I) Olympic’s coach Branko Culina, Eddle Kmcevic- 
jrosieeilapenen with his skipper Dominic Longo. 


MAIN GAME KICK-OFF 7PM e GATES OPEN GPM 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TICKETEK OR AT THE GATES 


Brendan Renaud 


Dominic Longo 


Archie Thompson 


Angelo Costanzo 


1 
Ante Juric 


Branko Culina 


Clint Bolton 
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Essendon Royals 


Preston Lions 


By David Turkovic 


winless Essendon continued 
its run of hard luck, and 
despite earning a point from 
Saturday afternoon’s 0-0 draw with 
the Preston Lions, the gap at the bot- 
tom of the league continues to widen. 

Essendon squandered a first-half 
penalty and several other chances in 
another vital match in their bid to sal- 
vage their first-ever Premier League 
season, 

With several first choice players 
missing through injury and suspen- 
sion, Essendon coach Michael 
Giacomi was forced to introduce some 
of his younger brigade of players. 
21-year old goalkeeper, Robbie Acs 
was given his first opportunity and he 
did not disappoint, keeping a clean 
sheet - Essendon’s first for the season, 

In front of Acs, played lain 
Callaghan, also starting off for the first 
time this year at centre-half, Callaghan 
too, played an outstanding match, 
putting his body on the line and frus- 
trating the Preston forwards, 

But it was Preston that started the 
game the brighter of the two sides, and 
‘Acs was immediately called upon 
when Johnny Sapazovski let fly from 
long range. The flamboyant Acs dived 
brilliantly to his right side and parried 
the ball to safety, 

Five minutes into the match 
Essendon had its first chance on goal 
after Idriz Pelja lobbed a well-weight- 
ed cross to Ben Scerri at the far post. 
But Scerri nodded wide. 

After 11 minutes it was Callaghan 
who was the saviour for the Royals, 
clearing a certain goal off the line with 
a header, Sapazovski again troubled, 
the Essendon defence with a looping 
header over Acs’ head, only to the 
frustration of Preston fans as the young 
Royal headed clear. 

Preston’s deep crossing seemed to 
give Essendon problems, and again 
Sapazovski after 18 minutes, hada fine 
‘chance to score, this time squandering 
a seemingly simple tap-in at the back 
post, From the attempt, Acs quickly 
flung the ball forward for an Essendon 
counter attack, and it was Matthew 
Collina who steamed inside the 
Preston 18-yard box before being 
fouled and awarded a penalty. 

Essendon captain, Rob Spence 


stepped up to take the spot-kick, but 
similarly to two weeks ago against 
‘Altona Magic, Pasi Schwalger in the 
Preston goal guessed the right way and 
parried Spence’s firm strike. The 2000 
Division One Top Goal scorer was 
alert enough to follow up on the 
rebound, but unfortunately for the 
home supporters, his stretching volley 
was unable to be fired in on target. 
Essendon 
continued to 
forge ahead, and 
after 23 minutes, 
Royal midfielder 
Idriz Pelja’s 
long-range effort 
was fumbled by 
Schwalger. The 
Preston keeper, 
who only 
moments before 
was deemed to 
be a hero by his 
supporters, 
seemed to make 
a costly error, 
but to his credit, 
he — recovered 
well to enough regain control of the 
ball before it crossed the goal line. 
Royals’ players and fans appealed 
to match referee Hakan Anaz, but after 
checking with his linesman, it was 
declared that the ball was in fact still in 


play, 

Sapazovski seemed to be the only 
Preston player that looked like he was 
going to score, and on 32 minutes his 
fine effort again called for Acs to save 
for the Royals. 

‘Thankfully for Essendon he did and 


PRESTON 


ROUND 12 


ROYAL DRAW 
CAGES LIONS 


again, through some quick thinking, 
‘Acs’ clinical disposal sent Essendon 
forward. With the attacking duo of 
Spence and Collina combining well, 
Pelja was presented the chance to 
score at the back post. Unfortunately 
for the hard working Royals, Pelja 
sprayed his shot only inches wide of 
the post. 

Preston's best chance of the game 

came just minutes before the half when 
Sasho Slaveski exploited space down 
the right flank, and with only Acs to 
beat, struck right footed shot onto the 
junction of both post and crossbar, 
which in effect ended 
the half at 0-0. 
The second half 
almost began tragical- 
ly for the Royals, 
after Acs and 
Callaghan’s _misun- 
derstanding almost 
gifted Preston the 
Tead. With a long ball 
looping over the 
Essendon defence, 
Callaghan was forced 
to chase towards his 
own goal. As Acs 
steamed forward to 
meet the __ ball, 
Callaghan nédded the 
ball towards his goal- 
keeper only to see the ball run wide of 
his keeper. Thankfully for Essendon, 
the ball went just wide of the post and 
acomer was all that Preston had to set- 
tle for. 

‘Twelve minutes into the second 
half, Scerri was creating all sorts of 
problems for Preston down the left 
wing, and again he was able to clip a 
dangerous cross into the danger area. 
Despite his desperate lunge, Collina 
was unable to guide the ball into the 
back of the net, and could only watch 


e RESULTS ° 
ROUND 12 


St, Albans Saints 0 
Port Melb’Rne Sharks 2 


(Matkovic H) 
1 


(Psarros P (2), Pappas J) 
Bentleigh Greens s 
(Nilod) 
Altona East Phoenix 4 
(El Kersh M, Suric J, Papadopoulos N (2) 

Heidelberg United Green Gully Caval’Rs 


Essendon Royals 


Bulleen Zebras 
Fawkner Blues 


Altona Magic 


(Todorovski Z (2) 
Dandenong Thunder 


0 Preston Lions 
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as the ball went just millimetres past 

the post. 

Essendon’s best chance of the half 
came after 19 minutes of the restart, 
through some excellent work by Steve 
“Chimpoo’ Tribuzio, The 22-year old's 
cross found Scerri unmarked at the 
back post, and afer dealing with an 
awkward bounce, Scerri was able to 
guide a shot on towards goal. 

‘Schwalger again proved to be the 
Preston saviour, as he gallantly 
blocked the Scerri shot. Essendon sup- 
porters were left holding their breath 
as the ball then cannoned goal bound 
only for it to flick off the left post and 
clear to safety. 

With the match heading towards a 
goalless draw, both teams had final 
flings with just minutes remaining. 
Firstly Essendon, who were well ser- 
viced all day by David Minnala in the 
midfield, went forward after a precise 
pass forward by that player to Pelja 
who found a metre of space just out- 
side the penalty box. Despite his 
exquisite control of the ball, Pelja was 
unable to direct his shot on target. 

Just two minutes later, it.was again 
‘Sapasovski who caused chaos in the 
Essendon defence, who were seeming- 
ly under some late pressure from the 
Preston forwards. After several 
attempts to clear the danger area, an 
Essendon semi-clearance fell to 
‘Sapasovski who eventually found him- 
self in front of goal with only Acs to 
beat, Just as the Preston forward was 
bout to shoot, Callaghan boldly came 

” from his right side to block a shot that 
Jooked destined to haunt the Essendon 
faithful. 


P 


ROUND US 


Saturday 12 May, 3:00PM 
South Dandenong v Bentleigh Greens 
Sunday 13 May, 3:00PM 


Heidelberg Utd v Essendon 
Preston Lions v Altona East 
Fawkner Blues v St Albans Saints 
Green Gully Cavaliers v Bulleen Zebras 


Monday 14 May, 3:00PM 
Altona Magic v Port Melbourne Sharks 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoria.org.au 


Preston Lions 
Heidelberg United 


In the second half, the Cavaliers 
stretched their lead to three five 
minutes into the half with Svigos 
hammering from Ing range. 

‘The Berger's were down but not 
completely out. With inspiration 
working for them, the momentum 
started to ro!l their way, which 
promised a battle to the end. 

In the 60th minute, horror turned 
into reality when 

Martin again 
intercepted on 
the break and 
slotted his sec- 
ond and the 
Cavaliers 
fourth goal in 
the net, 


By George Koukeris 


ack-to-back — champions 
B Green Gully thrashed high- 
flying Heidelberg Unite 4- 
2 at Olympic Village last Sunday. 
The usual early onslaught by the 
Berger attack was absent. Strikers 
Alfonso Opazo and Nick 
Lazarevski, who have done so 
much damage in the 
first half of the sea- 
son, had very little 
to work with from 
midfield. 
In the 26th 
minute, Cavaliers’ 
Henry Velkovski 


improvised from a But the 
sprayed shot by Bergers dug 
Brandon Vassallo deep for an 


and wrong-footed 
“keeper Jim Kourtis for the 
first goal of the match, 

Stung, the Bergers began to 
charge at the opposing end. 
Cameron Brown and Eric 
Vassiliadis contributed effectively 
while the defensive guard of 
Joseph 

Palatsidis and Nicholas Schwal 
kept the Cavaliers at bay. 
In the 44th minute Gully sur- 
rounded the Berger's penalty area 
for a last attack before the break. 
‘Swiftly moving the ball around the 
zone, Steven Martin 
found the gap to squeeze one 
past Kourtis uncontested. 


amazing recovery. 

Just two minutes later, 

Lazarevski was the recipient 

of a Palatsidis turnover and con- 
verted with a Midas touch, 

In 68th minute, Vassiliadis 
found the gap in a very swift offen- 
sive attack and with 25 minutes of 
play remaining, the hope of sal- 
vaging a point started to live. 

Heidelberg coach Peter Ollerton 
tumed on the pressure:-Butas the}. 
clock started to run out of time, the 
Bergers’ momentum was slowly 
fading. The Cavaliers held well for 
the last 15 minutes, withstanding a 
barrage of Heidelberg attacks. 


Victorian 
remier League 


(QUEERSLAND 


‘ynnum Wolves celebrat- 

ed its surprise new sign- 
ing of Queensland midfielder 
Brad Ditton with a convincing 
4-1 away win over Toowoomba 
on Saturday night to move into 
second place on goal differ 


ences in the Queensland 
Premier League, 
Leaders. Brisbane City 


remained five points clear of 
Wynnum following a hard 
fought 2-1 win over Taringa at 
Spencer Park — while 


slipped from secor 
third despite a 


victory ¢ 
Rochedale 
Richlands. 
Reece 
Tollenaere and 
Steve Bland 


scored in each hal. 
ive Brisbane Lions their victory 
while Andrew King and Barry 
Wilkinson scored in Brisbane 
City's close tussle with Taringa, 

Ditton shocked his former 
club Rochedale with his mid- 
week departure and played a 
starring role for Wynnum to 
continue its march towards end 
of season honours. 

Wynnum had the match 
under control at halftime after 
leading 3-nil and were rarely 
tested by a disappointing 
‘Toowoomba. 


Brisbane City 
Wynnum 

Brisbane Lions 
IPSW Knights 
Gold Coast City 
Bunderberg Waves 
Rochedale Rovers 
T’wmba Raiders 
Taringa Rovers 
Eastern Suburbs 
Mt Gravatt z 
Pine Rivers 


Brisbane City... . 
Brisbane Lions 
B’berg Waves 
T’wmba Raiders . . 
Gold Coast City . . 
Mt Gravatt...... 


North Star 
Souths Utd 
The Gap 
Albany Creek 
Brisbane Olympic 
Rocklea Utd 
Redlands Utd 
Mitchelton 

| Slacks Creek 
Capalaba 
Grange Thistle 
Newmarket 
Acacia Ridge 
North Pine 


Mitchelton . 
North Star . 
Acacia Ridge . 
|] Albany Creek 
Capalaba A 
Grange Thistle Sar 
The Gap 
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“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne. Brisbane. 4006. 
Phone: (07) 3252 5327 @ Fax: (07) 3252 1137 @ www.qldsoccer.com.au 


Ditton had a major hand in 
Wynnum’s opening goal after 20 
minutes giving a perfect pass to 
Josh Rose who slotted home 
from inside the box. 

“Brad fitted in nicely and the 
whole team played extremely 
well,” said coach Peter Tokesi. 

He's going to be a big acqui- 
sition for us and I couldn’t have 
asked for a better effort consid- 
ring he’s only trained with us 
for a week,” 

Ditton’s departure from 
chedale may 
ve a major blow 

the Rovers over 
the coming 
jeeks, but Tokesi 
{enied any poach- 
ing occurred to 
trigger the move, 
“Brad just rang us 
. 0 see if he could 
move and we definitely didn’t 
approach him,” Tokesi said 

“I don’t believe in poaching 
players and I think the reason he 
left Rochedale was because he 
wanted a change, 

“Once Peter Bannon resigned 
earlier in the season he Jost inter- 
est and wasn’t enjoying it at 
Rochedale,” 

‘Wynnum’s second goal came 
on the half hour in a similar 
move to the first but this time 
Rose had to beat two 
Toowoomba defenders before 
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Slacks Creek . 


slotting home for his double. 

With ten minutes to the inter- 
val, Anthony Rocke tucked 
away Wynnum’s third after 
being set up by Shane Gilroy. 

Toowoomba improved after 
the break but went further 
behind when Roche got around 
the keeper and set up striker 
Scott Rocker to score from close 
range midway through the half. 

Toowoomba’s only goal 
came from an own goal from 
Wynnum’s Steve Forshaw when 
the game was well out of reach 
for the home team. 

Wynnum’s victory was 
soured by a facial injury to 
Roche who left the field with 
blood streaming from a cut 
mouth and a nose bleed after 
being elbowed. 

“It was a blatant elbow and 
yet nothing was done,” Tokesi 
said, 

Roche was to undergo x-rays 
but Tokesi feared he may have 
fractured a cheekbone. 


'n another one-sided match, 

Mt Gravatt caused a minor 
upset in a do-or-die derby 
clash with neighbours Easts. 

Mt. Gravatt’s 4-1 victory was 
Critical to the club if it hopes to 
avoid relegation and enabled the 
Hawkes to edge one point ahead 
of Easts, who had produced 
some surprise results in previous 
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weeks, 

Brisbane Strikers defender 
‘Shane Steffanuto gave Easts a |- 
nil lead after 15 minutes but the 
the home side struck back imme- 
diately to level after striker Mark 
Davidson blasted home from 18 
metres. 

Mt Gravatt took a 2-1 lead 
after 20 minutes when Alan 
Gordon headed across the goal- 
face which resulted in an own 
goal as Easts attempted a clear- 
ance. 

Davisson picked up his dou- 
ble after halftime when a 
penalty was awarded 
fora handball while 
the Mt. Gravatt’s 
final goal came 
from midfielder 
Aaron Baldwin 
who looped a 
header from out- 
side the box over 
Easts’ keeper 
Robbie Harrison 
who was stranded off his line. 

‘Mt Gravatt coach Mal Bland 
was delighted with his side's 
second win of the season. 

“Tt was a crunch game for us 
and if we hope to stay up we 
ave to beat teams like Easts and 
Pine Rivers and they're the two 
sides we've beaten this year.” 
Bland said. 

“It was a timely win because 
we've got Ipswich and Brisbane 


DIVISION 1 SEMI PRO reserves 


City coming up in our next two 
games, 

“It's a big ask to beat 
Brisbane City the way they're 
playing but we beat them last 
year and Ipswich aren’t travel- 
ling all that well. 

“There'salong way to go yet 
but at least there’s some light at 
the end of the tunnel.” 


pswich Knights coach Frank 
imblett was content to 

‘come away with a point after a 

1-1 away draw with the Gold 

Coast at Broadbeach on 

Saturday night. 

Peter Hinks gave 
Ipswich a 1-0 lead 
at half time after 
catching the Gold 
Coust out on a 
quick break but 
the visitors missed 
some golden 
‘opportunities to 
drive home their 

lead, 

“Realistically it could have 
been-3-0 at half time but they 
‘also had chances,” Pimblett said. 

“If players from both sides 
had taken their chances it could 
have beena real bolter of a game 
with a 5-5 result.” 

Gold Coast got back on level 
terms in the second half after 
Troy Greenwood netted but 
Pimblett believed there was a 
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out Gold Coast's Adam Poric as 
the best player on the night, 

“It’s unbelieveable, in my 
‘ppinion, how Poric is 
not in the 
‘Queensland side,” 
he said."1_ rate 
him the best play- 
erin the league.” 
In the remainiing 
match Bundaberg 
‘Waves battled the ele- 
ments to down the win- 
Pine Rivers 3-1 in 


suspicion of off-side in the 
equaliser. 

“Overall | was happy to 
come away with a 
point and I really 
rate the Gold 
Coast as a quality 
side,” he said, 

“Jason Lucas 
pulled off some 
world class saves 
for us in goal and we 
were put under a lot of 
pressure in the second half.” 

Pimblett was quick to single 


less 
Bundaberg. 


Fa FIXTURES jou to) 
Saturday 12th May 
Wynnum v Gold Coast: 
Rochedale Rovers v B'berg Waves 
Pine Rivers v TBA Raiders : 


00pm 
1.00pm 
a 


_ Sunday ath “May 
“IPSW Kush vMtGravatt 
i tangs Rovers v Brisbane Lions _ 
; risbane | 


SUPER YOUTH 
__ LEAGUE 


GRADE 13: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 
Sydney Olympic 3, Sydney United 4 Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 1, Newcastle United 1 
Central Coast Coasties 3, Sutherland Shire 0 
— Blacktown City Demons 2, St George 0 

Bankstown City Cubs 2, Canterbury 
Marrickville 3 Fairfield Bulls 1, Leichhardt 
Tigers 1 Macarthur Rams 0, Parramatta 
Eagles 0 Penrith Panthers 1, Marconi 
Stallions 1 Wollongong Wolves 4, Northern 
Spirit 6 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0. 


GRADE 14: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 
Sydney Olympic 9, Sydney United 4 Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 2, Newcastle United 4 
Central Coast Coasties 1, Sutherland Shire 0 
Blacktown City Demons 0, St George 0 
Bankstown City Cubs 7, Canterbury 


Marrickville 2 Fairfield Bulls 0, Leichhardt 
Tigers 1 Macarthur Rams 3, Parramatta 
Eagles 0 Penrith Panthers 0, Marconi - 
Stallions 1 Wollongong Wolves 0, Northern 
Spirit 9 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1. 


GRADE 15: Manly Warringah Dolphins 1 
Sydney Olympic 2, Sydney United 2 Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 0, Newcastle United 0 
Central Coast Coasties 2, Sutherland Shire 1 
Blacktown City Demons 2, St George vs 
Bankstown City Cubs W/O, Canterbury 
Marrickville 2 Fairfield Bulls 1, Leichhardt 
Tigers 3 Macarthur Rams 3, Parramatta 
Eagles 1 Penrith Panthers 0, Marconi 
Stallions 3 Wollongong Wolves 0, Northern 
Spirit 1 Bonnyrigg White Ealges 1. 


GRADE 17: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 
Sydney Olympic 3, Sydney United 5 Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 0, Newcastle United 0 
Central Coast Coasties 1, Sutherland Shire 0 


Blacktown City Demons 1, St George vs 
Bankstown City Cubs W/O, Canterbury 
Marrickville vs Fairfield Bulls W/O, 
Leichhardt Tigers vs Macarthur Rams W/O, 
Parramatta Eagles 2 Penrith Panthers 1, 
Marconi Stallions 1 Wollongong Wolves 0, 
Northern Spirit 3 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0. 


SUPER CADET 


LEAGUE 


GRADE 11: Canterbury Marrickville 1 
Fairfield Bulls 0, Sutherland Shire 0 
Blacktown City Demons 5, St George 4 
Bankstown City Cubs 0, Leichhardt Tigers 0 
Macarthur Rams 1, Parramatta Eagles 1 
Penrith Pan thers 0, Marconi Stallions 1 
Wollongong Wolves 3, Northern Spirit 10 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0. 


GRADE 12: Canterbury Marrickville 0 


Fairfield Bulls 2, Sutherland Shire 0 
Blacktown City Demons 4, St George 5 
Bankstown City Cubs 0, Leichhardt Tigers 2 
Macarthur Rams 1, Parramatta Eagles 1 
Penrith Panthers 1, Marconi Stallions 2 
Wollongong Wolves 0, Northern Spirit 2 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0. 


SUPER CADET 


LEAGUE — 


GRADE 11: Sydney United vy Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers Washed Out, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins v Sydney Olympic: 
Washed Out. 


GRADE 12: Sydney United v Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers Washed Out, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins v Sydney Olympic 
Washed Out. 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otto Bader 


‘SI Pre-season Preview Out - A well- 

respected soccer scribe from a Sydney 

daily newspaper might have his exper- 
tise now questioned, 

Predicting the Wolves would finish in 8th 
position on the table at best, far out! He pub- 
lished his favourite placing and while some 
turned out correct or near enough, he was total- 
ly wrong with the Wollongong Wolves, who 
defied the odds, finishing second, Mind you the 
forecast was shared at the time by some of the 
local fans as well. 


N“ ‘Target Aimed For - The Wolves coach 
stated earlier in the sovcer year ~ “qualify 
for the World Club Championship in Spain and 
finish in the top-two of the NSL", were the 
goals set. Having achieved both, what comes 
hext? Ron Corty surely must be hoping to reach 
another Grand Final now, The potential is at his 
disposal. To play ina second’ NSL Grand Final 
would be as dream come true for coach and 
players, Admittedly, the Wolves perhaps were 


lucky to reach 2nd spot after being awarded 


m Pride col- 


points and goals from the 


lapse, which is why Perth Glory have made ita 


point of being critical. But then the Wolves 
might have scored more than three goals 
against a weakened Eastern Pride, maybe six 
goals to ensure the second spot on the table, one 
will never know. 

Goals Club Record ~ Scott Chipperfield - a 
pure Wollongong-grown soccer product, Never 
played anywhere else, hopefully staying with 
the local side, has created another individtal 
record in scoring 50 NSL goals for the Wolves. 
His present season total has reached 17 goals, 
to be second of the leading NSL top goalscor- 
ers, Aiming to hit home several more in the 
coming Major. semifinal’ games, home and 
away can be achieved, No wonder other NSL 
clubs are interested in Chipperfield’s service, 
However the club and fans wish to see him 
back next season in Wolves colours, The forth- 
coming World Club Championship with world- 
Wide exposure to billions of sports fans. to rich 
European clubs with an invaluable lift in a 
player's reputation, should be incentive enough 
{or those one oul of contract to sign-up with the 
Wolves for another year. If not signed the club 
‘could decide to leave players not staying with 
the club home and not travel with the team to 
Spain, why should they take those player with 
them and spend the enormous travelling cost 
for players lost for 2002? 


- Lo Atthe Table- The Wolves are sec- 
jond placed, played 30 games, 16 wins, 7 
draws, 5 losses, scored 80 goals, with 40 
‘against, no other team scored near as much, the 
closest was Perth Glory with 73 goals, The 
Wolves have set a new NSL goals-scoring 


record, included nine free ones for the Carlton 
‘and Eastern Pride disasters. Another Wolves 
player Sasho Petrovski scored 18 goals, coming 
second in the NSL scoring table, edging out 
some big names. 


pired Local BasketBall - New National 
jasketball Champion the Wollongong 
Hawks viewed the video of the Wolves’ victo- 
ry in Perth last year to motivate the boys 
according to coach Brendan Joyce, They were 
in a tight situation in Townsville and looked at 
the Wolves’ inspirational come-from-behind 
effort in Perth, to clinch the NBL title. Well 
done, 


AVID HUXLEY - stays. a Wolf - The club 
has announced the re-signing of the key 
mid-fielder, David Huxley for 2002/2003 NSL 
soccer m. The 25 year-old has developed 
into a most consistent performer, not fashion- 
able, bit ever so steady in defensive and attack- 
ing roles, 
Huxley satisfied with settling his playing 
career, now looking forward to the NSL finals 
series and the FIFA World Club Championship 


in Spain. A number of regular first graders are + 


still discussing terms with the club. Chairman 
Joe Cachia is confident that all players in ques- 
tion are interested to stay Wolves, The next 
weeks should see new contracts being 
exchanged. 

Full House expected on Friday 11th May at 
WIN Stadiuni for the first leg of the major 
semifinal against South Melbourne. Itis a vital 
clash for both sides to reach the NSL Grand 
Final. The WIN Stadium holds about 10 to 
12000 spectators, some say more, wait and see 
if the fans torn up in numbers to cheer their 
champions on. The players deserve all our sup- 
port 


wns Juniors - results from their clash 


with CANTERBURY-MAR- 
RICKVILLE at BRANDON Park = Cadets: 
U/II's won 3:0 best JOAD OLIVEIRA, 
SIMON GEORGOPOULOS. U/12’s won 2:0 
best ADAM RODRIGUEZ. Youth League: 
1U/13"as lost 0:2 best ADAM KUMCEYSKI, 
DALE WHITE, JACOB LACKENBY. U/14’s 
won 2:1, goals from TOMMY ZIZIC. U/I5’s 
won 4:1 best TYNAN DIAZ, SEAN FALCON, 
MICHAEL BROADWOOD. U/I7’s won 2:1 
best BEN BARTLETT, SHANE MANNING, 
JUSTIN PASTFIELD. 

ILLAWARRA ICU PREMIER LEAGUE 
RESULTS ROUND 5, REVIEW/PREVIEW = 
outstinding result PORT defeats previous 
leader CONISTON, BULL Jost at home, BAL- 
GOWNIE scores six, total the round scored 21 
goals, most club goals scored KEMBLA- 
WARRA with 18. 

CRINGILA V WOLLONGONG OLYMPIC 
1:2, even with 2 regulars out Olympic proved 
too strong. However, the host scored first with 
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David Huxley: Signs new two-year 
deal with Wollongong Wolves. 


TONY SEKULOSKI. The equaliser was by 
STEVE KRISHNA, with the winner scored by 
ANDY HAY. Visiting coach JOHN FREW sat- 
isfied to take the points. CRINGILA play next 
Port, Olympic face North 

CONISTON V PORT KEMBLA 0:1. very 
close match, both missed openings. Winner 
scored by NICK POLIMENAKOS with a great 
header. A huge crowd altended Friday night’s 
game. CONISTON travels next to 
SHOWLAHVEN, PORT host CRINGILA. 

BULLI V KEMBLAWARRA 0-3. The first 
half quite even before the visitors scored with a 


minute=to go through RICHARD LLOYD, 
then followed with a goal JASON 
MATTHEWS AND CORD TOLSON, con- 
vincing performance from coach JOHN FLEM- 
ING'S team. BULLI meets LYSAGHT NOW, 
CRUCIAL, KEMBLAWARRA. host BALGO- 
WNIE. 

PICTON V LYSAGHT 1;2 the home, team 
scored with new signing COLIN LUFF, the vis- 
itors took the points with goals from JASON 
SPENCER AND CHRISTINA ZELVIS. PIC- 
TON visits West next. LYSAGHTS host 
BULLI, Both difficult matches. 

NORTHERN UNITED V WESTERN SUB- 
URBS 0:5 a set-back for the young North side 
against experienced visitors, even so they held 
West to 0:1 at the break, more. goals followed 
from SHANE MCGIRR (3), DON MARTI- 
NOVSKI (2), satisfying, coach LARRY 
GAFFNEY after several poor results. North 
travel to Olympic now, tough task, West host 
PICTON and expected to win, 

BALGOWNIE V SHOALHAVEN 6:0 a 
feast of goals from VICTOR COSTABILE (2), 
DAVID CUDA, SCOTT WELLS, FRANK 
BARILA, JOE BRUNI, completely dominating 
the visitors, BALGOWNIE travel next 10 
KEMBLAWARRA A HARD OPPONENT, 
SHOALHAVEN host CONSITON. .. . 

Points Table= KEMBLAWARRA 13, CON- 
ISTON 12, PORT 10, OLYMPIC 10, BALGO- 
WNIE 8, LYSAGHTS 7, SHOALAHVEN 7, 
WEST 6, CRINGILA 5, BULLI4, PICTON 1, 
NORTH 0. RESERVE GRADE = PORT KEM- 
BLA. leads with 12 points, Youth Grade BAL- 
GOWNIE leads with 11 points. 

ICU FIRST DIVISION RESULTS = only 
‘one surprise result, otherwise expected out- 
comes, 

WARILLA V BERKELEY 4:1. the visitors 
opened the scoring before the home team 
replied with ROBERT ANDR. 3- 
KI, JOEL KLINE, ANTHO- 
NY MKIRANDA. 
RICHARD VIDAL, coach 
BILLY KYRIAKIDIS happy 
with the performance. WAR- 
ILLA host next. KIAMA, 
very tough, BERKELEY host 
HELENSBURGH. 

SOUTH COAST UNITED V 
FERNHILL 3:2 in a close 
encounter, both had the chances: 
FERNHILL meet next UNIVERSITY 
while SOUTH have the BYE 


charges, giving them confidence, BELLAMBI 
travels next 10 SHELLHARBOUR CITY, 4a 
game they expect to Win, HIGHLANDS V 
DAPTO NEXT. 

ENSBURGH V ILLAWARRA UNIT- 
0, always tough to compete up there, 
done well by the visitors, HELENSLBURGH 
play next. BERKELEY, UNITED travel to 
TARRAWANNA. * 

UNIVERSITY V RUSE 4-1 the “students” 
finding form, playing next FERNHILL, RUSE 
face ALBION PARK WE. 

WOONONA V ALBION PARK WE3-0, an 
uup-set, not predicted at all. PARK’S coach 
PETER WILLIS unhappy that his team missed 
00 meny opportunities which the home team 
converted well, they play next BARBARIANS 
while PARKS travel to RUSE, expected to take 
the points. 2 

DAPTO V TARRAWANNA 1-4 very clear 
cut win by the visitors, should satisly coach 
DAVID NAYLOR, his side faces next 
ILLAWARRA UNITED with DAPTO. travel- 
ling to HIGHLANDS. 

POINTS TABLE - Top four are HELENS- 
BURGH 12, KIAMA 10, FERNHILL 9, WAR- 
ILLA 9, Reserve grade leaders are TAR- 


“ RAWANNA AND HELENSBURGH both on 


12 points. Youth Grade leaders are UNIVERSI- 
TY with 12 POINTS. 

WARILLA’S FA CUP NIGHT - The 
Wanderers are organising a FA Cup Night on 
12th May at the SPORTIES, WARILLA time 
8.30 PM, charge $10.-, welcome all, players, 
supporters and friends, contact secretary on 
0404147901 any time to book. 

SHELLHARBOUR JUNIORSL RESULTS 
~ UN's ROO-BALL had a firie game, all play- 
ers having fun, U/10"B won-away at HELENS- 
BURGH 3:1, U/12’s first division won against 
UNANDERRA 7:1 goals from Nicholas, 
MATTHEWS, JASON, SAHO. 

AND RAMSAY. _U/13's 

won away at ALBION 

PARK , U/l4's won 

against. FERNHILL 5:1 

goals. from MATTHEW, 

CAMERON, MATT AND 

DAVID, The. Women's 
side Jost on the day, 
BAMPTON CUP. surprisingly 
first division side ALBION: 
PARK finished Premier League 


defeating them 2:1 in a postponed mid- 


KIAMA V BARBARIANS 3:2 in an ss” week match at TERRY RESERVE, The 


excellent performance by all players, the visi- 
{ors scored first before the home team hit back, 
BARBS COACH ROBERTO HERNANDEZ 
praised his players for the effort and commit- 
ment despite the loss, the opponent was out- 
standing. KIAMA travel next 10 WARILLA, 
BARBARIANS host WOONONA. 
BELLAMBI V HIGHLANDS 4:0 a con- 
vincing win for coach BARNEY KING and his 


quarter final draw will be made next week, to 
be played on Wednesday’8th August. 


(Tea Quiz - A defender hits his opponent 
in his own penalty area while the ball isin 
the other half. Mucho the delight of the attack- 
ing player's visiting supporters, the referee 
awarded a penalty, Was this correct’ (Answer 
Yes). - 


VALENTINE SPORTS PARK 
235-257 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 2768 © Phone (02) 9629 1800 


KOUND 8 


RAMS OVERRUN LIVERPOOL ~ 


By Andrew Alton 


na rain-slicked pitch 
at Lynwood Park, 
Macarthur Rams 


always looked the more like- 
ly to win against an injury- 
ridden MSC Liverpool. 

Liverpool injury woes con- 
tinued to build when keeper 
Adam Confoy came off in the 
10th with torn calf muscle, 
which could keep him out for 
about a month. 

The Rams were in com- 
mand for the first 20 minutes, 
with Martin Bourke looking 
impressive in mid field. 

Both teams were working 
hard, but passing errors were 


Stanmore Hawks v 
Bankstown City Lions 


Hajduk Wanderers y 
Fairfield Bulls 


AC United vy Dulwich 
Hill 
Manly Warringah’ 


Dolphins y Rockdale 
City Suns 


Hurstville City 
Minotaurs v Fraser 
Park Jets 


TOP 
SCORERS 


Steve Karavatakis 
Dulwich Hill 


Spase Najdoski 
Rockdale Cilty 


Leo Carle 
Rockdale City 


Mare Hoenselaars 


Fairfield 


Macarthur Rams 
MSC Liverpool 


ran forward and scored giy- 
ing keeper Glen no chance. 
Bourke intercepted from 
the Liverpool kick off and a 
long accurate pass found 


common in the greasy condi- 
tions, 

Liverpoolfs first sustained 
attack began in the 27th, 
when a move by Sal Zullo, 
Robert Cicek and Brett Hewit 
stretched the Rams 
defence, but 
eventually 
T.90m 
Tregearfs 
long range 
shot was com- 
fortably  col- 
lected by keeper 
Chad Taylor. Taylor 
drop kicked a long ball down 
the field, where an unmarked 
Gregory King brought the 
ball quickly under control, 


Younan on the left, who 
slipped the ball to Gary 
Attard in the penalty box. 
Attard coolly flicked it 
over an advancing keeper 
Glen, who was desper- 
ately trying to 
close him down 
as other 
defenders 
stood by. 
Liverpool recov- 
ered when a long 
ball out of 
defence was 
latched onto by Clinton 
Green who converted from 
the edge of the penalty area 
without giving keeper Taylor 


a chance. 

But it seemed all over for 
Liverpool in the 57th, when 
Harrison was expelled after a 
second yellow card for a late 


tackle and the Rams sealed 
Liverpoolfs fate in the 61st, 
when a cross from Kory 
Babington on the right was 
scrambled home by Attard 


from close range. 

This was followed by a 
goal in the 87th with substi- 
tute Leigh Gunn finishing off 
a Bourke initiated move, 


2001 MCS Liverpool squad: Are doing it tough this season after a 4-1 loss to the 


WINTER SUPER *© 
LEAGUE LADDER < 


(AFTER GAMES PLAYED ON May 5) 


Rockdale City Suns 
Dulwich Hill 
Bankstown City Lions 
Hville City Minotaurs 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Macarthur Rams 
Fairfield Bulls 
Stanmore Hawks 
Fraser Park 

Hajduk Wanderers 
MSC Liverpool 

AC United 


NNN NOONAN 


For further information see: www.soccernsw.com 
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Macarthur Rams. 


WWW.SOCCernsw.com.au 


NEW SOUTH WALES SOCCER FEDERATION LIMITED. 


PREMIER 


EXPRESSIONS OF 


INTEREST 


Macarthur Rams v Manly Warringah 
First Grade: 7.00pm U2: 5.00pm UA: 3.00pm 


Bankstown pore Vv Hurstville Minotaurs 


Fairfield Bulls v Stanmore Hanke! 


First Grade: 3.00pm 
Dulwich Hill v Hajduk Wanderers 


First Grade: 3.00pm 
Rockdale City v AC United 


First Grade: 3.00pm 
M.S.C. Liverpool v Fraser Park Jets 
First Grade: 3.00pm Uf2t: 1.00pm UA: 11,00am 


Fairfield Bulls v Macarthur Rams rate Grade): 


ROUND © 


SATURDAY 12th MAY 
Lynwood Park 


SUNDAY 13th MAY 


Jensen Park 


Nineveh Field 
UAB: 11,00am 

Arlington Oval 
UA: 11.00am 

Rock. Sports Ground 
U8: 11,00am 


Hammondville Oval 


are invited from Clubs interested in participating 
in the 2001-2002 PREMIER LEAGUE 
‘Summer’ Soccer Competition. 


Entry Criteria and further information is available from 
Mr. Graham Crawhall 
Competitions Secretary NSWSF 
Telephone : 9629 -1800 


Applications CLOSE 31 May 2001 


Wednesday 9 May, Nineveh Field, 8.00pm | 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
Winter Super League and other NSW - 
Soccer news on our website: 


WWW.SOCCernsw.com.au 
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Official clothing 
‘supplier to NSWSF 
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o> 
CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


SER 


SEES 
CHAMPIONS . 
LEAGUE, 


lypical German efficiency helped 

Bayern Munich overcome Real 

Madrid 1-0 last week, but it was 
a touch of Brazilian magic from Elber 
that brought them close to a place in 
the Champions League final. 

The fans in the Bernabeu Stadium 
might have wondered why the Brazilian 
striker, who lived up to his reputation for 
scoring important goals, kissed his left 
knee after hitting the winner in the 55th 
minute of the first leg of the semi-final tie, 


alencia had —_goalkeeper 
Santiago Canizares and the 
woodwork to thank for helping 
them to hold Leeds United to a 0-0 
draw in the first leg of their Champions 


League semi-final. 


Just 12 days before the match, Elber 
was lying in a Berlin hospital to have a 
small fragment of bone removed from his 
knee. 

Penultimate Saturday he was back in 
action for his side’s 1-0 win over SC 
Freiburg, making a lot of running after 
coming off the bench, and he was 
unlucky not to mark his return with a 
goal. 
“T could have scored then but I decided 
it was better to save the goal for the Real 


Valencia, now in the driving seat for 
the home leg this week, enjoy a 100 per- 
cent record from their five previous 
European semi-finals including qualify- 
ing for last season's Champions League 
final, 

‘The Spanish side were reinforced by 
the return of Argentina's Kily Gonzalez 
and Fabian Ayala, who missed the week- 
end’s 1-0 win over Real Valladolid in the 
Spanish league. 

They faced a Leeds side still underdogs 
in the tournament despite conquering 
Lazio and Barcelona in earlier rounds, 

David O’Leary’s side went straight on 
the attack and dead-ball specialist Ian 
Harte had a curling free-kick palmed over 
the bar, 

Juan Sanchez probed on the right in the 
12th minute and tall striker John Carew 
launched himself acrobatically at his 
cross, forcing an excellent full length 
save from Nigel Martyn. 

Then midfielder Gaizka Mendieta 
headed against the bar after Leeds failed 
to clear a Gonzalez cross. 

Leeds came close to snatching a goal 
minutes before the interval when Harry 
Kewell headed a freekick back into the 
heart of the penalty area. 

Rio Ferdinand touched the ball on and 
Alan Smith inexplicably nodded wide at 
the far post. 

Canizares produced a wonder save in 


match,” he said. Elber’s fine effort from a 
loose ball around 20 metres out to sur- 
prise a late-moving Iker Casillas in the 
goal was one of few highlights in 
Bayem’s performance. 

‘The rest was solid defensive work and 
no-frills midfield play in the great Bayer. 
tradition, along with a couple of crucial 
saves from Oliver Kahn. 

“A strong defence was the key,” 
Beckenbauer acknowledged. “Real put us 
under a lot of pressure and it’s almost a 
miracle that we did not concede a goal. 
Kahn was sensational.” 

Bayern may not be the most exciting 
team in the world but they can now dream 
of another final two years after that dra- 
matic night in Barcelona, when 
Manchester United scored twice in injury 
time to beat them 2-1. 

But Elber insisted the Munich club still 
had plenty of work to do if they were to 
win European club soccer’s premier title 
for the first time since the last of three 
successive triumphs in 1976. 

“We're not through yet,” he said. “Real 
are a super team and they will be danger- 
‘ous in Munich as well.” 

‘The only consolation for Real was the 
yellow card for Bayern’s influential play- 
maker and captain Stefan Effenberg 
which rules him out of the return leg. 

“Tt’s a great loss because he is our 
leader and plays a really important role in 
our game,” said Bayern coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld. 


first leg of their semi-final 


the Sist minute to claw out Dominic 
Matteo’s header after he was left 
unmarked at the far post to latch onto Lee 
Bowyer’s flick on from a comer, 

And the bar was next to save Valencia 
as Smith’s deflected cross took an age to 
drop and Bowyer could only guide his 


E : “7? 
Leeds United’s Australian striker Mark Viduka (left) jumps for the ball with Valencla’s Jocelyn Angloma In the 


header against the woodwork. 

Valencia were only denied a lead in 
injury time by Ferdinand’s header off his 
own line that kept out substitute Vicente’s 


+ dipping shot. 


Leeds will have to hope their missed 
chances don’t comeback to haunt when 


League match at Elland Road. 


they travel to Mestalla next week to face 
a Valencia side that will be missing the 
suspended Amedeo Carboni and Ruben 
Baraja, both booked at Elland Road, 

The winners of the second leg will meet | 
either Bayern Munich or holders Real 
Madrid in-the final in Milan on May 23. 


Connigia 
set to quit 
Dundee 


cottish Premier League club 

Dundee have put former 

Argentina striker Claudio 
Caniggia up for sale. 

Dundee said they had taken the 
decision “reluctantly” because 
Caniggia, who signed an extended 
contract just three months ago, now 
saw his future elsewhere. 

The club said the 34-year-old ex- 
Roma and Boca Juniors player could 
leave if their valuation of him was met, 

Caniggia has been the subject of 
intense speculation over the last month 
concerning a possible transfer to 
Rangers. He missed training twice last 
week while his agent discussed his 
future with club directors. 

‘A Dundee spokesman said: “We can 
confirm that, despite repeated efforts 
of the directors to persuade him other- 
wise, Claudio Caniggia has intimated 
through ongoing discussions that he 
feels his future lies away from Dens 
Park, 

“While disappointed with this deci- 
sion, we have reluctantly agreed to 
allow him to leave if another club 
makes an offer of appropriate compen- 
sation to Dundee FC. To date, we have 
had no offer from any club, 

“Dundee have notified agents 
throughout the game, advising them to 
make it absolutely clear that clubs 
interested in securing Claudio’s ser- 
vices, that he will only leave Dens 
Park if the offer meets our valuation.” 


considers foreign move 


jormer Germany head coach 
Fre Vogts could pursue his 

management career abroad 
after saying he did not get sufficient 
recognition in his home country. 

“People don’t want me in 
Germany,” the Bayer Leverkusen 
coach told Sport Bild. “If Iam to carry 
on coaching, then it will be in a foreign 
country.” 

The 54-year-old coached Germany 
to victory in the 1996 European 
Championships in England, but 
believes his achievements as national 
coach are not held in high esteem in his 
native country. 

“Tt’s been like that for years,” he 
said. “My record with the national 
team, with only 12 defeats, does not 
count. People are always saying that 
Berti was lucky. 

“If Germany finish second at the 
2004 European Championship, every- 
body will be celebrating. When my 


Claudio Cannigia: Determined to turn his back on Dundee. 


Soccer management with First Division 

Watford, eight months after being si 
Chelsea. 
The 36-year-old, who will replace former 
England manager Graham Taylor at the end of the 
on, was fired by Chelsea in September after 
guiding the London premier league club to the Cup 
Winners’ Cup, the FA Cup, the League Cup and the 
European Super Cup. 

“My desire was to stay in England,” Vialli told a 
news conference at Vicarage Road last week. 

“It will be a great challenge but it will also be a 
very exciting time, Last but not least we are going to 
have fun.” 

Watford were relegated from the premier league 


[= Gianluca Vialli has returned to English 
ked by 


team finished second at the 1992 
European Championship, everybody 
said it was a disaster.” 

“Thave talked about the situation in 
Germany with my wife. 

We asked ourselves whether this 
teally was the country where we want- 
ed to live and watch our son grow up. 

“T don’t know, maybe we will leave 
when my contract with Bayer expires 
in 2003.” 

Vogts, who has been involved in a 
row w@h his players and offered last 
month to step down. “If we finish 
eighth, I will not have a future at 
Bayer,” he said. 

Leverkusen are currently fourth, 
three points behind leaders Schalke 04 
with three matches left. 

“[ have always said our goal was a 
place in the Champions League. If we 
make only the UEFA Cup, it will be a 
disappointment but no reason to quit,” 
added Vogts. 


eteran —_ Brazilian 

striker Romario 

became caught up in 
another storm last week 
were unbeatable. 

‘The Vasco da Gama striker, 
‘whose career has been punctu- 
ated by similar controversies, 
infuriated arch-rivals 
Flamengo with his remarks 
after the weekend's 7-0 win 
over Botafogo in the Carioca 
(Rio de Janeiro state) 
championship. 

“If we play our best, we are 
unbeatable in Rio de Janeiro,” 
said Romario, whose previous 
confusions include a famous 
“toilet door” row with former 
Brazil coach Mario Zagallo — 
now in charge of Flamengo. 

Vasco are almost certain to 
win the championship’s sec- 
ond stage and set up a two-leg 
final with Flamengo, who won 
the first, 

Although it will not take 
place until the end of the 


Vialli is new Watford manager 


Romario 


month, the war of nerves has 
clearly started already. 
Flamengo players were 
quick to point out that they 
have won their last four 
matches against Vasco. 
“Vasco are unbeatable but 
we have beaten them twice,” 
said veteran Zagallo, in charge 
of Flamengo in their last two 
games against Vasco, “Just 
because one team is better 
than the other, it doesn’t mean 
they are going to win.” 
Romario, one of the world’s 
top players, is still going 


12 months ago and have fallen away badly after 
starting the season with a 15-game unbeaten run. 

Vialli joined Chelsea in May 1996 following a 
glittering career with Sampdoria, Juventus and Italy, 
but he fell out with manager Ruud Gullit after being, 
sidelined by a hamstring injury. 

Vialli was regularlg left out of the starting lineup 
but was then appointed as the club’s player-manager 
in succession to Gullit in February 1998, 

Success followed swiftly but the pressure began 
to mount last year. Although Chelsea beat Aston 
Villa 1-0 in the FA Cup final, they finished fifth in 
the premier league and failed to qualify for the 
Champions League. 

Following a 2-0 defeat by Bradford City in 
August, Chelsea had a bid for West Ham striker 


ineligible: for: the competition 


after playing for Inter Milan, 
did not have an extra forward. 
on the bench for the game at 
Elland Road. 

“We have fimits with our 
squad,” O'Leary said. “You 
would Jove to send on Robbie 
‘Keane and change it. We just 
have two forwards for-our 
‘Opponents to play against. 

“But I know on our day we 
can score an away goal and it’s. 
amazing how an away goal can 
change things.” 

“If I was in Valencia now A 


Paolo Di Canio turned down and Vialli’s two-and: 
half-year spell as manager ended with his dismissal 
on September 12. 

Vialli said he did not think he had a point to prove 
after being fired by Chelsea. 

“I don’t think so,” he said, “I’m not here to prove 
point but I'm just hese to do a good job...we are 
here to bring the club back to the premiership hope- 
fully sooner rather than later. This club belongs to 
the premiership, This is the club I want to take to the 
next level.” 

Watford chairman and rock singer B16 John 
welcomed Viallis arrival. 

“The appointment is one of the most stunning 
coups we have ever pulled off,” he said, “He's an 
incredible talent.” 


"would be thinking this was a ‘ates danger. the penalty area, 
good result, but I would be The defence was well organ- 
concerned about losing an — ised but we had to take care of 
‘away goal to us. We didn’t get 
the rub of the green tonight... (Mark) Viduka and ary) 
‘We could have been 2-0 up. 

“But these games. aren't 
decided by three or four goals, 

These games are decided by but so did we.” Cuper said. 
‘one chance or a little break that ‘Both sides hit the bar with 
‘you take,” O'Leary said. 

Valencia coach “Hector Valencia in the first half and 
Cuper, whose si 
final last year, is refusing to — second. 


people like (Alan) Smith, 
Kewell. 

“They. ‘eredied a couple a 
chances that were dangerous 
headers, Gaizka Mendieta for 


‘Teached the Se the 


strong at 35, He.was Brazil’s 
hero when they won the 1994 
World Cup, but only after 
spending nearly a year out of 
the team because he protested 
at being left on the-bench for a 
friendly, x. 

More recently, Wanderley 
Luxemburgo, who was sacked 
as Brazil coach in September, 
blamed his downfall on his 
refusal to take Romario as an 
overage player to the Sydney 
Olympics. 

Luxemburgo said his deci- 
sion led to a media campaign 
against him, in which he was 
bombarded with allegations of 
improper conduct, 


FIFA shifts 
ruling on 


Kuffour 


hanaian interna- 
ional Samuel Osei 
Kuffour, accused 


of attempting to assault a 
referee in a World Cup 
qualifier, has had his case 
postponed by - soccer’s 
world governing body 
FIFA. 

FIFA said.that its discipli- 
nary committee had heard 
charges against the Bayern 
Munich defender last week 
but needed more informa- 
tion. 

“Further information is 
needed and the case will be 
examined at the next meet- 
ing,” a FIFA spokesman 
said. No date has yet been 
set for the next disciplinary 
committee hearing. 

Osei Kuffour, who played 
in Bayern’s 1-0 semifinal 
first leg success at Real 
Madrid in the Champions 
League last week, is alleged 
to have attempted to attack 
Ethiopian referee~ 
Hailemalak Tessema at the 
end of a World Cup qualifier 
in Omdurman in February in 
which Ghana lost 0-2 to 
Sudan. 

He had to be restrained by 
Sudanese security personnel 
and is alleged to have 
smashed a fluorescent light 
in the tunnel leading to the 
dressing-room. 

Osei Kuffour was angry 
that the referee had ended 
the game sooner than the 
Ghanaian had expected. 

The delay in the hearing 
has enabled. Osei Kuffour to 
avoid possible suspension, 

He-would be eligible to 
play for Ghana in the World 
Cup qualifying campaign 
but has missed their recent 
matches and did not play for 
them last weekend when 
they travelled to Sierra 
Leone. 
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‘ew terms for a further two years, {t seemed almost certain 
that Zola would return to Italy because he wanted his chil- 
dren to frequent Italian schools, 
Zola arrived in London in 1996 when he fell out with then 
Parma coach, Carlo Ancelotti, the current Juventus mentor, 
He is now 34 and his new two-year contract will surely 
see him end his career there. An interesting point is that 
‘there is an option for Zola to sign for a further two years in 
a ‘coaching capacity’ once these first two years are up. 
‘What is it with Chelsea and Italian coaches? 


: qg00 
‘t Seems that Juventus fans are getting restless again and 
-that coach Ancelotti is their target. The former AC Milan 

and Roma midfielder has really never been accepted by the 
Juventus fans, 

He has failed to deliver a Serie A title and this is his third 
| season, albeit that hisfirst season’ was ‘only a partial one 
| because he took over from Marcello Lippi in February 1999, 

‘The sight of Juventus fans holding up banners against 

him at his first training sessions will surely not be forgotten 
easily, 

: Tee fans loved Lippi, the man who brought them 

three Serie A titles in five years 

and also UEFA Champions League success - once wine 

nets and twice more finalists, 

| Recently the Juventus club denied Feports that Lippi was 

set to return to the club, but should Juventus finish second 

again this year (it looks almost certain that they will), then 
the choruses against Ancelotti will only start up again. 

Juventus is used’ to success and for Italy's greatest club 
second place is not good eneugh. 


ag090 
‘oping has again raised its ugly head in Italian football. 
Lazio’s Femando Couto, the Portuguese international, 
was found positive for nandrolone and therefore suspended 
Juventus’ brilliant Dutch midfielder, Edgar Davids, awaits 
the results of his second sample since he was found not-neg- 
ative in his first test, 

And, now, there are two Piacenza players that have been 
found positive, ‘The little club looks like it will gain promo- 
tion again'to the Serie A, but they will be Without Caccia 
and Sacchetti, both found positive. 


id that: “Italian football needed to get out of the chemists". 
_He further elaborated that doping was rife in Italian football, 
| especially at some clubs, 

| A lot of people tried to argue that Zeman was just some 


ever proven but doping in Halian 
certainly thrown into the spotlight. é 
an critics are eating ‘humble pie’ 


ly that he ended ‘ap coach: 
feat at Napoli. He didn’t 


20 


© Mean i¢ at Chelsea, Gianfranco Zola: has agreed to | 


» Three years ago the then Roma coach, Zdenek Zeman, | 


‘| 
" 


Roma’s Vincenzo Montella (centre) shoots and scores past Juventus 


goalkeeper Edwin Van Der Sar. 


10 goals this season. Baggio 
‘opened the scoring from a cor- 
ner kick, surprising Lecce 
goalkeeper Antonio Chimenti 
with a curling kick that slipped 
into the back of the net. 

The ex-Italy international 
added a 59th minute penalty 
and completed his perfor- 
mance 10 minutes from time 
when he dribbled through the 


BOLOGNA 1 
UDINESE 1 


truggling Udinese earned a 

rare draw, only their third 
of the season. 

Brazilian defender Alberto 
scored the equaliser in the 37th 
minute after Bologna had 
taken the lead with a Renato 
Olive header in the 25th 


minute. Lecce defence for his third 
goal of the match. 

LECCE 0 Brescia recorded their third 

win in four-matches and climb 

BRESCIA 3 0 35 points, eighth from bot- 


tom. Lecce meanwhile, remain 
‘on 31 points, and are sixth 


n-form Roberto Baggio 
scored a hat-trick giving him 


Lazio’s Juan Veron (right) is kissed by teammate 
Lucas Castroman after scoring their first goal. 
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from bottom, having dropped 
three of their last four matches. 


MILAN 3 
ATALANTA 0 


taly international Christian 

Vieri scored two early first 
half goals in three minutes, 
pushing his tally for the season 
to 16 and helping Inter Milan 
keep their Champions League 
hopes alive. 

Alvaro Recoba added his 
sixth of the year to round out 
the scoring late in the first half. 

Inter move up to fifth on 44 
points, level with AC Milan. 

Atalanta, meanwhile, lose 
ground and remain sixth on 42 
points, 


LAZIO 2 
BARI 0 


uan Veron scored twice as 

Lazio won their 18th match 
of the season. Veron latched on 
to a volley from the edge of the 
box in the 25th minute to give 
Lazio the lead. 

‘The Argentine international 
then repeated just before the 
halftime, blasting a shot from 
30 yards out that Bari goal- 
keeper Antonio Narciso mis- 
handled and let slip through 
his legs. 

Lazio momentarily climb 
into second place on 59 points, 
two points ahead of Juventus 
and four behind league leaders 
AS Roma who play at 
Juventus in the Sunday late 
match. 


PARMA 4 
NAPOLI 0 


‘arco Di Vaio scored 
twice, giving the Parma 


forward 13 goals for the sea- 
son. Frenchman Johan Micoud 
had put Parma ahead in the 
32nd minute and Savo 
Milosevic added another 
before Di Vaio secured the 
result with two late goals. 

With the win, Parma 
enhanced their chances of 
securing a Champions League 
berth as they climb to fourth 
‘on 50 points. 

Napoli remain on 28 points, 
fourth from bottom with five 
matches left, 


PERUGIA 2 
AC MILAN 1 


reek striker Zisis Vryzas 

scored twice as Perugia 

won their 10th match of the 

season. Vryzas put Perugia inp 

front after four minutes of 
play. 

Andriy Shevchenko 
equalised from the spot in the 
31st minute to maintain his 
place at the top of the goal- 
scoring standings with 21 for 
the season, 

Vryzas stabbed home the 
winner in the 50th minute 
when he capitalised on a mis- 
handled ball by Milan goal- 
keeper Sebastiano Rossi. 

Perugia moye up to. the 
ninth spot on 39 points, level 
with Fiorentina, who were 

« losers on the day. 


VERONA 2 
FIORENTINA 1 


Vr eamed“a precious 
win in their bid to stave 
off relegation. An Emiliano 
Salvetti header in the 62nd 
minute put Verona ahead. Five 
minutes later, Vincenzo 
Italiano stole the ball midfield 
and raced down the pitch to 
blast home Verona’s second. 
Enrico Chiesa scored his 
20th goal of the season in 


injury time for Fiorentina, 
Verona cliriib to 27 points, and 
are now third from bottom, 
one point in front of Reggina, 
who were losers on the day. 


VICENZA 2 


REGGINA 1 

| Bed Marco Zanchi 
scored twice to rescue 

Vicenza after Reggina went 
ahead with a Massimo 
Marazzina volley in the 52nd 
minute, 

A Zanchi header levelled 
the score in the 64th minute, 

Zanchi then struck a second 
time four minutes from time 
with another header to give 
Vicenza a much-needed victo- 
ry in this relegation clash, 

Vicenza climb to fifth from 
bottom on 31 points, level with 
Lecce. Reggina fall to second 
from bottom on 26 points, 
overtaken by Verona on 27 
points, 


JUVENTUS 2 
AS ROMA 2 


illating top-of-the- 

table match saw Vincenzo 
Montella score his 10th goal of 
the season in injury time to 
give league leaders AS Romaa 
draw at Juventus. 

Juve dominated most of the 
match after going 2-0 up 
through early goals from 
Alessandro Del Piero and 
Zinedine Zidane, 

Japanese international 
Hidetoshi Nakata, a late sub- 
stitute, rifled home a shot from 
30 yards out in the 79th minute 
and Montella pounced for the 
crucial late equaliser. 

Roma stay top on 64 points, 
five ahead of second-placed 
Lazio and six clear of Juve 
who slip to third. 


a, 


ARSENAL 2 
LEEDS 1 


F% Ljungberg had already 
missed a sitter when he gave 
Arsenal the lead after 17 minutes fol- 
lowing a one-two with Thierry 
Henry. 

Sylvain Wiltord’s sharp turn and 
shot looked to have secured the 
points and though Tan Harte quickly 
curled in a superb free-kick to give 
Leeds hope, the home side deserved 
their win which guarantees 
Champions League football next 
season, 


BRADFORD CITY 4 
MIDDLESBROUGH 1 


'ayne Jacobs made. 
Middlesbrough fans tremble 
by giving relegated Bradford the lead 
seven minutes before the break. 
Terry Venables’s side needed a 
win to assure themselves of safety 
and though Christian Karembeu 
struck a fine equaliser nine minutes 
from time they can still be caught by 
third-bottom Manchester City. 


CHELSEA 2 
EVERTON 1 


ke Campbell’s second-minute 
eader from a Steve Watson 
cross gave Everton a surprise lead at 
Stamford Bridge, 

Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink won it 
for sixth-placed Chelsea with his 
22nd and 23rd goals of the season 
before halftime but Sunderland’s win 
over Charlton means they are not 
guanteed a UEFA Cup place yet. 


LIVERPOOL 3 
NEWCASTLE 0 


ichael Owen confirmed he is 

back to his best with a fine hat- 
trick. The England striker put 
Liverpool ahead after 25 minutes and 
added a second after 72 minutes 
from Patrik Berger’s feed. 

Owen raced through on to a 
Robbie Fowler pass to complete his 
and Liverpool’s treble with nine min- 
utes left. Third-placed Liverpool 
arenow three points clear of Leeds in 
fourth with two games left, 


ASTON VILLA 3 
COVENTRY 2 


Cee had to win to stay up but 
‘went down in agonising fashion 
at the home of their Midlands rivals. 

Mustapha Hadji gaye them a 
priceless lead with an 18th-minute 
header and the Moroccan volleyed a 
superb second eight minutes later to 
make it 2-0. Coventry goalkeeper 
Chris Kirkland spilled a cross on the 
hour and Darius Vassell tapped in for 
Villa, who then levelled when 
Colombian Juan Pablo Angel 
volleyed his first goal for the club 
with nine minutes left’ Paul 
Merson’s late long-range effort con- 
firmed Coventry's fate. 


} Arsenal 

| Aston Vill 
Bradford City 
Chelsea. 
Leicester City. 
Liverpool... 
Manchester Utd 
Sunderland . . 
‘West Ham 


Playing on Monday night 
Ipswich Town'v Manchester Ci: 


1, Manchester Unite (champions) 
2. Arsenal 

3. Liverpool 

4. Leeds United 

‘S. Ipswich Town, 

6. Chelsea 

7. Sunderland 

8, Aston Villa 

9, Charlton Athletic 

10, Leicester City 
HL Newcastle United 

12. Tottenham Hotspur 

13. Southampton 

14. West Ham United 
“15, Everton 

16, Derby County 


MAN. UNITED 0 
DERBY COUNTY 4 


Malcolm Christie thunderbolt 

gave Derby a shock victory on 
the day United paraded their champi- 
onship trophy. 

The win, which was Derby's 
fourth in eight years at Old Trafford, 
made Jim Smith’s side safe. 

Christie also missed an open goal 
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in the second half and though United 
had their chances, Derby held out for 
only their second away league win of 
the season. 


LEICESTER 4 
TOTTENHAM 2 


[es ended their run of eight 
straight league defeats with a late 
burst. * 


os 
a 


oe 


Manchester United's David Beckham kisses the premiership trophy after winning the premiership at Old 
Trafford on Saturday, at the end of the 0-1 loss to Derby County, 


Gary Rowett put them in front 
three minutes before the interval, 
Spurs youngster Simon Davies lev- 
elled for Tottenham nine minutes 
into the second half but Dean, 


Sturridge immediately restored 
Leicester's lead. 

Stephen Carr equalised again for 
Spurs with a free-kick but goals by 
Steve Guppy and Robbie Savage 


Arsenal's Swedish player Fredrik Ljungberg (centre) shoots the opening goal past Leeds United's keeper Nigel Martyn (left) as Dominic _ 


Matteo (right) tries to tackle during their Premiership match at Highbury. 


(penalty) in the last eight minutes 
gave Leicester that winning feeling 
at last. 


SUNDERLAND 3 
CHARLTON 2 


evin Kilbane’s fierce drive gave 

Sunderland the lead at the 
Stadium of Light after 11 minutes, _ 
Swede Matt Svensson acrobatically 
levelled for Charlton seven minutes 
later but Niall Quinn immediately 
headed Sunderland back in front. 

Kevin Phillips made it 3-1 five 

minutes after the break before Claus 
Jensen made it 3-2 with Charlton's 
second. The win keeps Sunderland 
hopes of sneaking a place in the 
UEFA Cup alive, 


WEST HAM 3 
SOUTHAMPTON 0 


econd half goals by Joe Cole 

(59), Italian Paolo Di Canio (70) 
and Frederic Kanoute (90) assured 
West Ham of premier league football 
next season, 

Mid-table Southampton have still 
to win in seven games under caretak- 
er manager Stuart Gray, 


Playing on Monday night: 
IPSWICH TOWN y 
MANCHESTER CITY 
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PLEASE COME HOME! 
© Farina begs Kewell, Viduka 


ustralia’s coach Frank Farina 
A last week for his foreign- 
based players including Leeds 
United pair Mark Viduka and Harry 
Kewell to make themselves available for 
the Oceania zone play-offs in June. 
“Everyone must be realistic about the 
games in June, and there will come a time 
when I haye to say to all of the players — 
your country needs you, you have to come 
back — because ultimately, we have to 
achieve World Cup qualification,” Farina said 


149 StKitts & Nevis 242 


143 Benin in a Soccer Australia statement, 
151. Botswana “Tt is important to stress that we cannot pre- 
152 Maldives sume We are going to get through the second 
163° Sri Lanka lot of qualifiers, assuming they are against 
' ‘665 154 Dominica New Zealand, because arguably for me, this is 
United States 659° ibis 165: Bermuda the best New Zealand side they've had in 20 
‘Sweden ) i i 156 Gambia years, 
i 1 =157 Dominican Rep “We currently have a real problem with 
players being injured — John Aloisi (English 
F Premier League club Coventry City stfiker) 
160 Cayman Islands 191 3 i has a problem with his hamstring, while Paul 
Ue iad Farry Kewell: Wanted by Farina for Oceania World Cup Agostino (TSV 1860 Munich) may need a 
ise, Kyroyesianie 2/386 qualifying action. hernia operation in the off-season — so we 


163. British Virgin is. 186 


ENE can’t afford to take our eye off the ball, we: 
164 Mauritania 185 


have to get through the second round of qual- 
ifiers.” 

Farina said he would seek to discuss the 
Oceania play-offs with Kewell and Viduka 
but not before Leeds host Valencia in the 
Champions League semifinal first leg on 
Wednesday. 

“What I want from Mark Viduka and Harry 
Kewell regarding the Oceania play-offs is 
obviously an important issue for me, but I 
don’t want to burden them with anything on 
the eve of what is probably the most impor- 
tant game in the club's history,” Farina was 
quoted as saying last week, 


CLEAN SHEET 

Australia finished on top of their Oceania 
World Cup qualifying group in April with a 
clean sheet and a total of 66 goals from four 
games, 

Their likely play-off opponents in June are 
New Zealand and before that Australia are~* 
drawn to play in South Korea in the 
Confederations Cup against the host nation, 
world champions France and Confederations 
Cup champions Mexico in the tournament 
from May 30 to June 10. 

The Oceania winner will meet the fifth- 
placed team from the South American quali- 
fying tournament in a two-leg play-off in 
November for a spot in the 2002 World Cup. 

Farina said the Confederations Cup would 
be an important lead-up tournament for the 
Oceania play-offs on June 20 and 24. 

Kewell, who was awaiting the birth of his 
first child, and Viduka, who needed a rest 
after a gruelling season at Leeds, were among 
key Australian players who would miss the 
Confederations Cup, Farina said. 

Viduka was quoted as saying in the 
Australian media last week; “I do want to 
play in the two World Cup games (in June) 
because that’s serious stuff. But we'll just 
have to see how things go.” 


Mark Viduka: The Leeds star is expected to lead 
Socceroos attack. 


"187 Equatorial Guinea 90 
188 Seychelles 


490. Djibouti 
191 Pakistan - 
192 Nicaragua 
193 Anguilla 
194 PNG 
195. Brunei Dar. 
196 Somalia 
197 Puerto Rico 
198 US Virgin Islands 33 
297 499 
u 295. 
135Sierra Leone 289 


John Aloisi: Sidelined by injury after playing for Australia in 
last month’s preliminary World Cup action. 


which have not 
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LYON LIFT FIRST 
TROPHY IN 28 YEARS 


Lyon captain, Sonny Anderson (Right) and 
fellow countryman Edmilson raise the cup 
they won after defeating Monaco in their 
French soccer league final at Paris’stade 
de France. 


goal deep into extra time by substitute Patrick 
Muller gave ambitious Olympique Lyon a 2-1 vic- 
tory over Monaco in the French League Cup final. 
Lyon, who are still chasing their first ever league 
title, won the French Cup in 1973, They were League 
Cup runner-ups after losing on penalties to Metz in 
1996, 


Monaco failed to salvage a disappointing season and 
the defeat was a blow to their chances of taking part in 
the UEFA Cup next season. 

They now need second-placed Lyon to finish in the 
top three in the league and secure a Champions League 
berth, 

“But we made too many mistakes in this match, as 
we have done throughout the season,” he said. “Now 
we will have to learn from this defeat and bounce 
back.” 

In @ tense match, Lyon went in front thanks to 
defender Claudio Cacapa who combined in a nice one- 
two with striker Steve Marlet to beat goalkeeper 
Stephane Poraton from close range in the 35th minute. 

Monaco, who squandered good scoring chances by 
Shabani Nonda and Marco Simone in the first 10 min- 
utes, saw their efforts rewarded after the break. 

Nonda equalised, volleying home from inside the 
box in the 6dth to leave Lyon goalkeeper Gregory 
Coupet stranded. 

Muller, who came on for midfielder Marc-Vivien 
Foe, slotted home a cross by striker Sonny Anderson in 
the 117th minute to seal the match, 

“This match is just like our season as we often won 
matches in the very last minutes,” said Lyon coach 
Jacques Santini. 

“[’m just happy because Lyon proved tonight they 
are a great side,” striker Sydney Govou said. “We react- 
ed when we had to and it’s what made us win.” 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


BAYERN, SCHALKE 
IN NECK-TO-NECK 


eaders Schalke 04 and second-placed Bayern Munich both 
on over the weekend to remain neck-and-neck in the 
German first division battle with two matches to play. 

First-half goals from striker Ebbe Sand and Emile Mpenza 
helped Schalke 04 to a 2-1 home victory over VfL Wolfsburg 
wich kept them ahead of the Munich club on goal difference, 

Defending champions Bayem, chasing their third straight 
title, needed a late effort from Paraguayan striker Roque Santa 
Cruz to win 1-0 at Bayer Leverkusen, now fourth six points off 
the lead. 

‘Top Bundesliga scorer Sand showed Schalke the way with 
his 21st goal this season in the 31st minute, His striking partner 
Mpenza made it 2-0 from a Joerg Boehme cross two minutes 
later. 

Polish striker Andrzej Juskowiak reduced the arrears for the 
visitors with one minute remaining. 

The victory left Schalke still in the hunt for their first German 
crown in 43 years, 

Bayern were heading for a draw at arch-rivals Leverkusen 
when Santa Cruz headed the winner from a Stefan Effenberg 
cross three minutes from time, giving Bayern a welcome boost 
for the second leg of their Champions League semifinal against 
Real Madrid on Wednesday in Munich. The Bavarians won the 
first leg 1-0 last Tuesday, 

“{ was a bit worried because I did not know just how much 
strength we had left from the Real game,” said Bayem coach 
Ottmar Hitzfeld. 

“We didn’t take enough risks in the first half but in the sec- 
ond half our strikers were better. I'm naturally delighted with 
the three points.” 


Roque Santa Cruz, of German soccer 
champions, Bayern Munich celebrates his 
goal against Bayer Leverkusen. 


‘VAL Bochum were relegated to second division after their 
3-0 defeat at Eintracht Frankfurt feft them bottom, seven points 
adrift of safety. 

Bochum will go down for the fourth time in eight years what- 
‘ever the outcome of their last two games, 


PRIMERA LIGA 


MADRID’S TITLE MARCH 
HALTED 


eal Madrid’s bid for their first title in four years received a 
ere setback as the Buropean champions slumped to a 3-0 

defeat at in-form Celta Vigo in the Spanish first division. 
Fierce first half strikes from Juanfran and Gustavo Lopez and 
a well-taken injury-time goal from Jesuli gave the Galician club 

vietory. 

Celta have lost only once in their last 15 outings and the 
result extended their unbeaten home run against Real to six sea- 


sons. 

Real Madrid began as if they had their minds firmly set on 
Wednesday's Champions League semifinal retum leg. against 
Bayer Munich rather than the tricky contest at Celta, 

Influential Russian midfielder Alexander Mostovoi headed 
into the path of defender Juanfran, who drilled his fierce first 
time strike past Iker Casillas. 

Celta monopolised the possession and refused to sit back on 
their lead. Gustavo Lopez and Juanfran probed on the left and 
Mostovoi orchestrated a series of attacks through the centre. 

Brazilian defender Roberto Carlos was booked for dissent 
soon afterwards and only two minutes later received his march- 
ing orders for a challenge on Catanha. 


Barcelona player Marc Overmars (right) 
battles for the ball with Espanyol’s Pable 
Rotchen. 


Mostovoi touched the ensuing free-kick into the path of 
Gustavo Lopez, who sent his stinging drive through the Real 
wall and past a distraught Casillas to make it 2-0 after 25 min- 
ules. 

Real had two opportunities to pull a goal back in the dying 
moments ofthe first half but Celta keeper Pablo Cavallero made 
two quality saves to deny Savio and then Raul. 

An uninspired Valencia, who are third on 59 points, rode their 
Ick to eke out a 2-1 viclory over nine-man Real Sociedad. 

Slovenian international Zlatko Zahovie gave Champions 
League semifinalists Valencia the lead midway through the sec- 
ond tal bt they never loked comforable against ating 


Tek a ted ris atc fn Argentine for- 
ward Pablo Aimar to give Hector Cuper’s side the win after Real 
had levelled through an Agustin Aranzabal penalty. 

Barcelona continued to lose ground in the battle for places in 
next year's Champions League when they were held to a 0:0" 
draw in the Catalan derby at Espanyol. 


L Schalke 0d 3217. 
2, Bayem Munich 32.1 


LebnouuLiu 


Eendracht Aalst 
Westerlo . 

Germinal Beerschot . 
La Louviere . 
Lokeren 
Sint-Truiden 
Standard Liege . 
Club Bruges . 
Mechelen 


Excelsior ‘Mouscron 
Beveren ... 
Ghent ... 
Anderlecht . 
Antwerp... 
F 
1, Anderlecht &2 
2, Club Bruges 2 15 
3. Standard Liege 70 
4. G, Beerschot 61 
5. Ghent 56 
6, Lokeren 2 50 
7, Westerlo, 57 
8, E. Mouscron 59 
9. Charleroi 49 
10. Lierse 43 
11, Genk 43 
12, Antwerp 37 
13, Beveren 27 
14, Sint-Truiden 36 
15, La Louviere 29 
16, Eendracht Aalst 32 
17. Harelbeke 33 
18. Mechelen 39. 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


«2 Fortuna Sittard . . 
Sparta Rotterdam 
NEC Nijmegen 
Utrecht . . 
Heerenveen 
RBC Roosendaal 
Roda JC Kerkrade 


Feyenoord 
Groningen 

G'schap Doetinchem 
NAC Breda. 

PSV Eindhoven ... 
‘Twente Enschede . 
Vitesse Amhem 

AZ Alkmaar... 


1. PSV Eindhoven 31 
2. Feyenoord 31 
3. Roda JC Rerkrade31 
4, Ajax Amsterdam 30 
6, Utrecht 31 
5. Vitesse Arnhem 30 
7. RKC Waalwijk 31 
8. Willem 1! Tilburg 31 
9. Heerenveen 31 
10,NAC Breda 31 
11. NEC Nijmegen 31 
12, Twente Enschede31 
13. Groningen 31 
14. AZ Alkmaar 31 
15, G. Doetinchem 31 
16. Fortuna Sittard 31 
17, Sparta Rotterdam31 
18, RBC Roosendaal31 


‘Campomaiorense . 
Pacos Ferreira . 
Estrela Amadora 
Uniao Leiria . 
Belenenses . 

Beira Mar . 
Boavista 

Benfica 

Braga .. 


Vitoria Guimaraes 
Saguis 


Gil Vicente . 
Alverca . 


1, Boavista 


6. Uniao Leiria 
7. Belenenses 

8. Beira Mar 

9. Pacos Ferreira 


aesiucssey 


11. Maritimo 
12, Farense 

13, Alverca 

14. Gil Vicente 

15. V. Guimaraes 

16. Campomaiorense30$ 
17. Aves 30 (3 


6 14 
7 16 
S18 
i 14 
8 19 
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THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA 
TOTAL 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 30 21 6 3 70 24 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 735 
PERTH GLORY 30.18 7 5 73 33 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 30.17 6 7 58 37 
MARCONI STALLIONS 30:14 8 8 42 33 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS | 30 14 7 9 61 46 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE i 
FOOTBALL KINGZ 30 S12 a7 122 52-752 
| PARRAMATTA POWER 3 
SYDNEY UNITED 30 12 6 12 46 56 
CANBERRA COSMOS 30 11 4 #15 49 55 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 8 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 30 8 8 14 39 50 
NEWCASTLE UNITED ee) 
55-18) 320855 


EASTERN PRIDE 28 _ 


SYDNEY 
(Cardozo 3, 59, Marusie 30) 


; INI STALLIONS i 
(Gibson 89) 


Venue: Belmore Sport Ground. Crowd: 5,154. Referee: Mark Shield. 
Cautions: Manusic (SO) 36, Afkos (MS) 11. 


bates SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Bolton, Kohler, Baillie, Juric, Hause (MacAlister 88), Halpin, 
izioulis, Owens, Augerinos (Collina 75), Cardozo, Packer (Zorbas 

MARCONI STALLIONS: Aceski, Babic, Costanzo, Longo, Afkos, fae 78), Maisano (Zoric 46), 

Gibson, Renaud, (Trajanovski 61), Last. 


Marconi Stallions’ midfielder Norman Tome ele) contests the bal! with 
= Sydney Olympic defenders. 


MAJOR SEMIFINAL — ist Leg 
FRIDAY MAY 11 


Wollongong Wolves... . . . (Cees South Melbourne 
ELIMINATION FINAL — 2nd Leg 


SATURDAY MAY 12 


Perth Glory ...-.....-+ Woe Melbourne Knights 
SUNDAY MAY 13 
Marconi Stallions ...... - Meas Sydney Olympic 


